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PREFACE 

Very shortly after I was elected Moderator of the New Era 

Missionary Baptist District Association and Auxiliary Bodies, I began 

to dream about having the history of our great organization written. 

The Holy Spirit led me to the Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr. a former 

Moderator and requested of him to write the history of the New Era 

Missionary Baptist District Association and Auxiliary Bodies. He ac-

cepted with glowing enthusiasm this all important responsibility. At 

last a dream has come true. 

I want to thank each person who had a part in the writing and 

developing of this history. I would like to thank especially Rev. C. S. 

Scott, Sr., whose wealth of knowledge and faithfulness to the task 

made this history possible. My sincere gratitude to Dr. Carolyn Ealy 

for invaluable assistance in helping to bring this history into a reality; 

to Mrs. Katie M. Rentie for her contribution made through the initial 

typing of some of the manuscript. 

May God continue His rich blessing upon each of you. 

CLAUDE H. HIGH, SR., MODERATOR 
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INTRODUCTION 

The writing of the history of the New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association was a response to a request made by Moderator, 
Claude H. High, Sr. during the annual session in July of 1978, he asked 
Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr., himself a former Moderator of the Association, to 
write the history. He said that he would assist him in finding such help 
for typing as he desired. He explained to Rev. Scott that he had one 
person in mind, and because of her experience in secreterial work, he 
had spoken to her in regards to serving as a typist. Mrs. Kattie M. 
Rentie, a member of the Friendship Baptist Church, he said would be a 
fine person for typing the manuscripts. Rev. Scott assured the 
Moderator that he would be very pleased to have her work with him. 
Rev. Scott then asked the Moderator if he would try to secure a com-
mittment of Mrs. Carolyn Ealey to work with him. He explained to 
Moderator High that he desired her service because she was the most 
senior person with whom he had worked and that was still going 
strong in the associational work. Rev. Scott further explained that he 
did not desire her service for the purpose of engaging in the respon-
sibilities of doing the vast amount and challenging duties in research. 
Instead, he informed the Moderator. that he needed and wanted her en-
couragement, her understanding of the task, and for her prayers for 
his successful writing of the history. Rev. Scott's other request of 
Moderator High was that he might have time for writing the history. 
His philosophy was that the making of history is like that of the for-
mation of a rock. It is the evolving of time, space, events, and people 
which never result in an over-night accomplishment. Therefore, 
history cannot be adequately written without the employment of 
serious consideration in the gathering of facts and use of time. 

The text addresses itself to many outstanding facts of the 
associational work. It contains both traditional and written sources. 
These includes data on the origin of the association which reflect both 
pro and con views. Pictured in the text at large are pioneer preachers, 
churches, and workers of the District Association. Some specific 
descriptions and information are given on various moderators and 
their administrations as leaders of the association throughout the past 
years. Readers may note some unique and prestigious characteristics 
among leaders, at various intervals, of the different auxiliaries and 
departments of the association. The text also reveals the work of 
bringing departments into the association including three specific 
departments of the late fifties. These have not only provided positions 
for interested and energetic persons to function within the District 
Association, but have done equal or greater services in relieving the 
worries of many pastors, as well as the relieving of many churches 
from threats and embarrassment, resulting from influences of in-
dependent or external organizations. 
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Interested readers might find pleasure in reading the lists of chur-
ches and pastors representing three focal periods within the seventy-
three years' history of the association. The readers will also be able to 
view the picturesque likeness of the times, events, and conditions 
reflected through their influences upon the churches of the past. 
These were all emitting through the experiences of various members 
of the churches in the New Era Missionary Baptist District 
Association. 
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HISTORY OF THE 
NEW ERA MISSIONARY BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 

CHAPTER I 

HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

History is made each day by those who live and function in various 
positions and ages. All history is composed of multitudes of stories 
describing the lives and actions of peoples. Stories furnish the source 
of two kinds of history. The first kind of history is known as 
traditional history. Traditional history is that procedure which keeps 
stories alive by oral communication or by simply, the telling of the 
stories by one generation to succeeding generations. The second kind 
is the written records of one generation to be given to succeeding 
generations. 

The type of history which is presented to succeeding generations 
depend largely upon the accuracy in which it is communicated to those 
generations. Of course, it must be acknowledged that history is the 
product of the times and peoples who produced it. Nevertheless, 
history can be colored by the deviation of stories through com-
munication. As the story is told and retold, it has the tendency to take 
on elements of exaggeration or loose elements in the basic substance of 
facts. This has its greatest danger in the traditional process of history. 
However, written and re-written records of communication are 
vulnerable to the danger of damaging changes in the story. Facts 
about events and the people during the time of the events must be ac-
cepted rather than the emotions of those communicating the stories, if 
the real history is to be known. 

The durations of time lapse has its affect on the accuracy of 
history, especially when dates are to be established. If good records 
are kept, and the time of compiling those records is used during each 
generation, positive dates can be identified. The longer the time span 
between the dates on which the functions occurred and time in which 
history is compiled, the more difficult those dates are to recall without 
good records. 

THE DATE OF ORIGIN IN QUESTION 

In the endeavors to re-establish the exact date of origin for the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, both the traditional 
and written records procedures were employed. These procedures 
resulted in the acknowledgement of two dates which were given as the 
origin of the association. The acknowledged date of the association as 
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it stands today, presents itself through written records. These recor- 
ds set the origin date as that of the year of 1907. The traditional 
process places the origin at two different times, namely in 1907 and 1910. 

A LOOK AT THE TRADITIONAL PROCESS 

The investigation of the sources of information involved personal con-
tacts and interviews with many senior church and district workers. 
Among these was Mrs. Bessie Tivis, a member of long standing in the 
Morning Star Baptist Church. She began working in the district 
association in 1918 and she is still contributing to the work. During the 
interview with Mrs. Tivis, it was found she could not remember the 
dates of the origin of the district, but had been under the impression 
that the present age of the district association to be true. 

Rev. C. L. Dixon, the moderator of the Mid-West Missionary Bap-
tist District Association was visited and interviewed. Rev. Dixon 
came to the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association in the 
year of 1923. He stated that he had known and worked with many of 
the pastors of those earlier years. He said that from the time of his 
earlier years with the association, he had been told that the association 
had carried the date at each annual session meeting as the true age of 
the association. This means that the date of its origin was the year of 
1907. Rev. Dixon named several ministers and pastors whom he said 
were serving in the association before and after he came to it. Among 
these pastors was Rev. George Daniel who was pastoring the Morning 
Star Baptist Church. He also said that Rev. Daniel was either the 
moderator of the association, or that he had shortly given up the office 
to Rev. S.C. Doyle. 

Rev. Dixon mentioned the work of Rev. James Monroe Booker 
who was pastor of the Plesant Green Baptist Church. However, he 
could not remember whether or not he had served as the district 
moderator as some had believed. Rev. Dixon served as the treasurer 
of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association during th 
middle fifties. 

Another senior member of the association with whom an 
interview was held was Mrs. Lula Wilson, the widow of the late 
Rev. William M. Wilson. Rev. Wilson was the pastor of the Skylight 
Baptist Church for forty-five years. Mrs. Wilson remembered those 
years when her husband served the district as secretary, treasurer, 
and Vice-Moderator. The interview revealed that Mrs. Wilson could 
recall the names of several pastors in the earlier years of the district 
association. Among them were Rev. James Monroe Booker, Rev. 
Daniel Arthur Holmes who was pastoring the Vine Street Baptist 
Church which later became the Paseo Baptist Church, and Rev. George 
Henry Daniel pastor of the Morning Star Baptist Church. She seemed 
to have been able to recall facts about the association only back to and 
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including the year of 1919. However, she said that her understanding 
had been that the age given on each annual program of the association 
to be true. Again, this would place the origin date in the year of 1907. 

Among the senior workers interviewed of the district association 
who were also members of the various churches which have been in, 
and some are still in the association was one, Mrs. Alpha Johnson. 
During the interview with Mrs. Johnson it was found that her life 
with the association was full in interesting and informative experien-
ces. Along with these were the background of her life which supported 
her expressions regarding the association. She said that she was born 
in the year 1895 at which time her parents lived in the state of Arkan-
sas. She came with her family to Kansas City from Texarkana, Arkan-
sas when she was only twelve years old. She reported that she and her 
mother joined the St. Stephens Baptist Church when it was located at 
sixth and Charlotte Streets. Mrs. Johnson stated that she was only fif-
teen years of age when she met and married Mr. Frank Johnson. She 
was blessed to live with her husband for forty years before he passed 
on in death. 

As the City's population began to increase rapidly and move 
southeastwardly from the Main Street River Front, she said that both 
black and white churches moved out to new locations. She and her 
mother began visiting other churches. She reported that her mother 
joined the Second Baptist Church which was located at 10th and Park 
Avenue and was pastored by Rev. S. W. Bacote. She joined the Mor-
ning Star Baptist Church which was located at 2309-13 Vine Street and 
was pastored by Rev. George Henry Daniels. She gave the date of her 
initial membership in the Church as that of the year 1911. She repor-
ted that as well as she could remember, the New Era Missionary Bap-
tist District Association was organized about one year when she joined 
the Morning Star Baptist Church. This would place the year of 1910 as 
the date of the origin of the Association. 

Another person holding such belief regarding the origin date of 
the Association, was Rev. Andrew Monroe Hudson, Sr. Although, Rev. 
Hudson did not express himself in the status of being a source of first 
hand information, but because of what seems to have been his deep 
conviction based on conversations which he stated that had been 
shared by others who had had access to first information, his ex-
pressions were considered. 

During the interview with Rev. Hudson, the name of one, Rev. H. 
E. Strickland was introduced as the organizer of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association. He said that, "According to 
the information shared with him by several of the pioneer workers of 
the District Association, Rev. Strickland was the first moderator of 
the Association." Further accounts of his comments contained an ex-
planation of, "A Two-City Action Group', working together in religious 
endeavors across the boundary lines of two states. This organization 
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was called, 'The Mo-Kan Association.' This was because it was made up 
of churches and pastors in both the state of Missouri and Kansas." The 
corporate work continued he said, until the corresponding bodies of 
each state requestea Loat all religious functions of churches and 
associations representing within them become exclusively a part of 
that state's function respectively. Thus the New Era Missionary 
Baptist District Association came into existance. He gave the year of 
1910 as the time this took place. 

Another view which was expressed by Rev. Hudson involved an 
initial action by the Pleasant Valley Baptist Church of Rosedale, Kan-
sas. His account was that, In the fall of 1910, some members of the 
church decided to organize another church. This was done and Rev. 
Strickland became its pastor. When the church could not find a 
suitable place in Kansas, the pastor and members found a place in the 
State of Missouri for their church. They first settled on the west side 
of the City. Their Church soon outgrew their first edifice and they 
moved to a new site on Prospect Avenue. Here they changed the first 
name of their church to that of the Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church. Rev. Hudson stated that the report was that, "Because of 
this action, Rev. Strickland was inspired to organize the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association': This was done in the same 
fall in which the Church was organized. 

Since there has been no documentary materials found barring 
evidence of these comments, and because Rev. Hudson has not con-
sidered the source as his first hand knowledge of facts, they were in-
cluded as a part of the traditional observations and writing of this text. 

SOME LIGHT ON THE DATE --ORIGIN OF THE ASSOCIATION 
THROUGH INFERRED WRITINGS 

The term inferred writing simply refers to all written materials 
which were made and used by the officers, members and workers of 
the Association; including all of the departments which contained and 
disclosed any history pertaining to the Association. Such materials 
that provided informational data on the time of various meetings held 
by the Association, especially Board Meeting and annual sessions, and 
the functions of ministers and churches were used to illuminate the 
path to a clear conclusion of the organizational date of the Association. 
The historical materials such as old programs of the District 
Association, individuals' messages, order of services used at funerals 
of our pioneers leaders, anniversary programs of pioneers churches, 
etc., might not have given the exact dates of the origin for the 
Association. However, the various dates that they furnished were 
used to support the process of deduction of factual data from which 
precise time and leaders in the organizing of the Association could be 
ascertained. 

The first written source from which reliable material was found 
that could be matched with other spoken and written information was 
drawn from the history of the Friendship Baptist Church of Kansas 
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City, Missouri. The Church has been a member of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association the entire life of church. Two 
texts were researched containing anniversaries of the church under 
the pastorate of Rev. Isaiah H. Henderson, Jr. The first anniversary 
was observed in 1955 which respected the first forty years of the 
Church and the second was the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary 
which was held in 1975. 

In each text the record showed the moderator of the association at 
the time when the Friendship Baptist Church was organized was Rev. 
James Monroe Booker, who was pastoring the Pleasant Green Baptist 
Church. Rev. Booker officiated during the service for the organizing of 
the Church. The Reverend G. W. Boyd became the first pastor of the 
Church. Since the organization of the Church took place in 1915, this 
record along with other written materials gave support to the fact that 
Rev. James Monroe Booker was the first moderator of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association. The dates and functions men-
tion here and other basic materials which appear in following topics of 
this chapter lay to rest some of the foregone views expressed earlier in 
this chapter. Also several of our senior district workers could remem-
ber when Rev. George Henry Daniel was moderator of the Association 
which lasted either until his death or a very short while before he died. 
Some believed that he was the first moderator. However, the question 
ceased to give conflicting reflections of facts when the histories of the 
Friendship Baptist Church and other written sources were known. 

The history of the Morning Star Baptist Church began with the 
vision of Rev. Daniel which resulted in his organizing the New 
Prospect Mission. "He conducted the first services there on the first 
Sunday in may of 1905." According to the history of the church, the 
membership outgrew the building which had been used for meetings at 
19th and Cherry Streets and had to seek a new location. Larger quar-
ters were found, the properties purchased, renovated and the mem-
bers of the New Prospect Mission moved to their new quarters which 
was located at 2309-13 Vine Street. The congregation marched from 
its initial place of worship to the Vine Street location in May 1910 just 
five years following the date of the organization of the Mission. The 
church began playing an active part in the work with corresponding 
bodies as supporters of the work, such as a District Association, the 
State Convention, and the National Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc. 
Along with the spirit and visions of Christian responsibilites, one of 
the deacons, Mr. Henry McDaniel suggested a new name for the 
Mission. Thus the name, "The Mission Church was changed to that of 
"The Morning Star Baptist Church." The Church was already a 
regular organized Baptist church which carried the name, the Mission 
Church. The records show that the church spent much time and in-
terest in initiating auxiliaries and departments which enabled it to 
become an active church, working and functioning in leadership of the 
community. By 1913, the church had become a member of all of the 
above named Christian bodies. 
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The saga of Rev. George Henry Daniel's life service is told in part 
from the Order of Service which was used for his funeral service. He 
was credited with honor of having pastored the Morning Star Baptist 
Church for thirty-two years. His service as moderator of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association expanded over a period of 
twenty years. The report also gave him credit for serving as treasurer 
of the Missouri Baptist State Convention of Missouri for several years. 
The date which was taken from the written records of two prominent 
churches within the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, 
two profound facts have been re-identified and acknowledged. 

The first fact was that the Reverend James Monroe Booker was 
the first moderator of the Association. An account of this has been 
noted in an early part of this chapter in regards to the date on which 
the organization of the Friendship Baptist Church took place. The 
second fact concerned the initial functions of the Morning Star Baptist 
Church and the work of the Reverend George Henry Daniel. 

The record showed that the members of the New ProspectMission 
Church supporting the work of the District Association, the State and 
National Baptist Conventions by the year 1910, but that the church 
became a member of these corresponding bodies some time between 
1910 and 1913. Since Rev. Daniel served the Association as moderator 
for twenty years, and the records showed that Rev. Booker was the 
moderator as late as 1915, it was all the more evident that he was the 
first moderator. The time span between 1910 and 1913 contained the 
initial participation of the Morning Star Baptist Church into the 
district. Thus, the District Association was in operation before the 
year, nineteen hundred and ten. 

VALID HISTORICAL FACTS THROUGH ACCEPTANCE OF 
SUCCEEDING ANNUAL AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Even with the absence of absolute and precisely written materials 
from which facts can be found to explain the past, men have used the 
process of studying the behaviorism and characteristics of people 
moving 'from one period into another period to ascertain certain 
historical facts. This method has been found profitable despite the 
phantom passing of time and the ghost of decades that sometimes add 
to the erosion of human minds and retards the recalling of facts. 
However, a phenomenon found in time characterized by people of that 
time and the periods following have portrayed significant facts about 
people and their work. As a rule, the most profound significance of 
valid history as results of the type of people, who they were, their con-
cepts, and their functions, who from year to year were consistent in 
accepting the process in the formation of important matters. The same 
has been true with the people of the New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association, who have lived, worked, formed the principles, 
and established facts which must be acknowledged and accepted 
today. 

History can be accepted and ratified as valid if when celebrations 
are held from time to time to memorialize founding fathers, and cite 
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pioneers yet living, who without questions regarded the age and mat-
ters involving the duration of the organization and their services. 
During the month of November, in the year of 1957, the leaders and 
workers joined the moderator, the Reverend C. S. Scott, Sr. in 
celebrating the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association's 
Golden Jubilee. The special occastion for the celebration was held at 
the Friendship Baptist Church, located at 15th Street and Troost 
Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. Rev. I. H. Henderson, Jr. was the 
pastor. A report of the celebration was given by the moderator in his 
annual address to the association on July 18, 1958. The session was 
held with the Morning Star Baptist Church at 27th Street and Wabash 
Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. Rev. A. B. Simmons was the host 
pastor. An account of the celebration is given from an excerpt of the 
address in the following quote. 

"This is the celebration of our 'District's Golden Jubilee,' last Novem-
ber. It reflected golden glimpses of the past and sparkling diamonds in 
the future. We shall hold in our highest esteem and respect all those 
whom we were privileged to honor. It was simply inspiring to listen to 
their names called as they were presented plaques and certificates 
representing our gratitude to them for their outstanding and unique 
contributions to the work of the Association. 

I would like to pause here a moment and re-echo them: To begin comes 
our veteran pastor, Doctor D. A. Holmes, followed by our oldest 
district officer in continuous service, The Reverend W. M. Wilson, and 
then the oldest district officer of the Women's department in the point 
of service, Mrs. Meacie Clay. Each of them received plaques in his and 
her honor. Those receiving certificates with honorable mention were: 
The Reverends R. E. Holland; G.W. Reed; A. B. Simmons; and J.W.L. 
Underwood. Our laymen and women honored were: Mr. William S. 
Brookfield; Mr. Emanuel Lisk; Mrs. Dora Bozier; Mrs. Carolyn Ealy; 
Mrs. Alberta Fields Hardy; Mrs. Ethel Jenkins; Mrs. Louvena M. 
Kemp; Mrs. Emma Saulsbury; Mrs. Ethel K. Thomas; Mrs. Marcella 
Hughes; Mrs. Bessie Tivis; Mrs. Julia Pullam; and Mrs. Emma Glaze. 
We join with these whose voices we still hear and presence we still 
witness as they thank God for permitting them to remain in the work 
and gaze upon Father Time as He pulls down his Evening shades 
against the 'Golden Shadows of a night fall upon the labors of our 
founding fathers. We may all now hear as we are addressed with the 
cries of infant moments as they claim our attention through open doors 
to paths leading across meadows green, toward a rising sun appearing 
as if she has been conceived in an ocean of experience and birthed 
through the stream of hope and left sparkling like Dianond Draped 
Opportunities housed in the challenge of a new day. 

I wish to again thank you who have worked with us in producing and 
carrying out such a worthy occasion." 
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The value contained in the total experience of such occasions em-
manated from the entire acceptance of the affair by those, who for the 
most part had come from almost the beginning of the Association. 
They did not ask any questions about the celebration being held at the 
wrong time. Nor did they register any complaint concerning an error 
being made in the computing of years. Thus, the age of the Association 
was acknowledged as it had been given each year at the annual 
session. In addition to this being done at each annual session and on 
this special occasion the report was read in the Annual Address, by the 
Moderator, on July 18, 1958. Both the report and the Address were 
adopted by the Association without any question or corrections made 
on the age of the association. 

FACTS TABULATED FROM SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION 

All true historical data contain statistics which can be assem-
bled and classified through pragmatical processes which result in in-
terrelationship of the past and the present times. Such data were 
found in a program of the "Eighteenth Annual Session of the New Era 
District Sunday School Convention and The New Era Baptist Young 
People Union Convention." The Sessions were held with The St. Paul 
Baptist Church located at 1812 Highland Avenue, Kansas City, 
Missouri. The dates of the sessions were the 15th through 19th of 
June, in the year of 1925. The two auxiliaries of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association were the teaching and 
training forces of the Association. Each had its president and staff of 
officers, but met at the same time and place. For the most part, The 
Sunday School Convention used the mornings and the Baptist Young 
Peoples Convention met in the afternoons. A full account of these 
auxiliaries is seen in the fifth chapter of this text. 

During a brief telephone conversation with Mr. William S. Brook-
field, it came to his memory that he had a program of the early years of 
the Sunday School and Baptist Young Peoples Union Conventions. He 
agreed that it could be used in researching such data that would yield 
support to the efforts of establishing the exact date of the organizing 
of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association. 

When the dates of the sessions of the Conventions were taken into 
consideration, and computed with the given age of the Conventions at 
that date, it was found that the Sunday School along with Baptist 
Young People Union were organized in the year of 1907. The Sunday 
School Convention and the Baptist Young People Union Convention 
formed parts of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, 
but were not within themselves the Association. This fact without any 
doubt placed the date for the organizing of the New Era Missionary 
Baptist District Association in the year of 1907. To give verification of 
the process used in the computing of years as stated above, the 
following axiom was used. "The whole is greater than any one of its 
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parts and it is equal to the sum of all of its parts." The Sunday School 
Convention and its counter-part, the Baptist Young People Union 
existed because there was an Association. Thus the Association 
existed for them and was there when they were organized. 

CHAPTER SUMMARY 

In the study made by the procedures of meeting and talking per-
sonally with many pioneers and those interested in keeping the paths 
of our founding fathers indentified, by refreshing their memories, 
through constant talking and asking questions concerning the initial 
work as well as the birth of the Association have reflected much light 
for research that has tested out in many ways toward positive con-
clusions. Despite the relying on their memories, in most cases, the 
majority of those interviewed followed the same trend of expressions 
regarding the date of the organization of the Association and the early 
leaders. There was some variables in memories concerning the pastor 
who served as the first Moderator. There were only two who held a 
different opinion on the date of the organization of the Association. All 
of the other interviewees held or reflected, through their memories, 
the present age used by the majority of the leaders in the association 
as correct in age which has been kept in the proper order from the 
origin date of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, 
and that of the year of 1907. 

The intrinsic values found in the statistics, the pragmatical 
processes, assemblage, and classification of various dates which for-
med the interrelationship of yester-years with the present time have 
produced significant evidence in documentation which proved that the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association was organized in the 
Year of Our Lord, Nineteen Hundred and Seven. The first moderator 
data have documented was the reverend James Monroe Booker, the 
pastor of Pleasant Green Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri. 
More about precise dates regarding the origin of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association can be acknowledged in the 
following chapters of this text. 
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CHAPTER II 

MODERATORS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The office of the Moderator like that of the local pastor of a church 
is unique in its role of leadership for a Baptist District Association. 
The Moderator is indeed a pastor of a local church within the district 
wherein he is elected to serve. In general, his responsibilites are to 
preside over meetings, lead in the planning with various departments 
of the association, encourage and inspire a cooperative body of chur-
ches in supporting Christian Missions and Education. This is done 
through churches associating their endeavors which result in a bigger 
and better accomplishment than that which the local church alone can 
do. The moderator fits into a role that provides a relationship between 
pastors, ministers, churches, and messengers with unparalleled 
gravity. • This type of attraction functions within a diversity of chur-
ches sharing in unity towards prescribed goals. Baptists are peculiar 
peoples living and scattered throughout the world, under governments 
varying in types, different economical, and social environments. Yet 
each church has the freedom of living, functioning, and exercising un-
der its own autonomy in the unity of Christian Faith. 

The moderator isn't in an ecclesiastical position which endows him 
with powers for issuing edicts which compel persons to go, perform, or 
act under a command, nor does he wield the authority of exerting 
behests that demand persons to come, give reports, acknowledge 
assignments and responsibilities. Instead, the moderator fills a unique 
position of leadership within the association performing duties in the 
work of supporting Christian Missions and Education. The most 
significant characteristics of the moderator are seen both in the person 
and the people who made choice of him as their leader. It is of the 
greatest significance because their acceptance of the New Testament's 
message regarding the work of the New Testament Church linked 
with their unshakable faith in Christ and their endeavors to carry out 
the full scope of the Church's Mission throughout the world. A divine 
thread seems to bind them in the spirit of leadership and fellowship. 
Thus during that period, under the supervision of the Holy Spirit 
provided for the person as the moderator, such relationship is main-
tained. This type of relationship reflects that of a local pastor and the 
local church and lends in thought to that relationship of Christ with the 
New Testament Church. 

MODERATORS AND THEIR TERMS 

The focal point of success in the work of our association today 
stems from the accomplishments and achievements of our pioneer 
moderators. Our research hasn't produced all of the documentary 
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materials on the pioneer work of moderators that this writer desired 
to use. However, he has found an ample supply and used it without 
having to depend upon traditional sources, therefore, preventing the 
use of guess work and also forming a definite precedence for future 
historical writing. 

Rev. James Monroe Booker 
	Rev. George Henry Daniel, D.D. 

   

 

Rev. R. E. Holland Dr. Connie See Stamps 
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Documentary materials found in the history of the Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church along with other sources placed Rev. James Monroe 
Booker as the first moderator of the New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association. The following is a quote from the history. "Rev. 
James Monroe Booker, the son of Granville and Juda Booker, was born 
in Cumberland County, Virginia in July, 1863. His early childhood was 
spent in the place of his birth. In 1869, he with his parents moved to 
Yalobusha County, Mississippi where he labored on a farm with his 
father and attended the county school for three years at intervals. In 
1880, school was abandoned and he began his career as a (public) 
laborer, was engaged in plaining mill work three and a half years, and 
then he entered in a steam boat life. 

In 1886, he became a Christian and was baptized by Rev. Henry 
Johnson, and immediately started on his life's work, the ministry of 
the Gospel. He was licensed as a preacher in 1887 and one year after 
moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where he connected himself with the 
Salem Baptist Church, from which Church he was ordained as a Bap-
tist Minister, September 3, 1889." The history of the Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church pointed out many areas of work in which Rev. Booker 
was involved in during his initial years as a young preacher in Mem-
phis. Among these was his first pastorate. The report states that 
"Rev. Booker was called to pastor the Mount Zion Baptist Church of 
Memphis. In 1891, he accepted the St. Luke Baptist Church of Memphis. 

In 1902, he ended his pastorate of the St. Luke Baptist 
Church to accept the pastorate of two small churches, the New Salem 
and Bloomfield Baptist Churches in and near by Memphis. Then in 
1904, Rev. Booker accepted the Salem Baptist Church, which had or-
dained him and was one of the largest congregations in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. 

In 1906, July he accepted the pastorate of the Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri. Rev. Booker was a 
progressive pastor and possessed great denominational pride and was 
one of the leaders in interest. He immediately joined the fellowship 
with other pioneer ministers and became active in working with them 
in the development of corresponding bodies of Kansas City and the 
state of Missouri. 

According to the histories of the Pleasant Green Baptist Church 
and the Friendship Baptist Church, Rev. James Monroe Booker was a 
moderator of the New Era Baptist District Association. The history of 
the Pleasant Green Baptist Church reveals that Rev. Booker helped to 
organize the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, along 
with Rev. S. W. Bacote and Rev. F. W. Wilson. This has been reflected 
in chapter one with reference to the correct origin date of the 
Association. Computation of years served by succeding moderators 
indicate that the duration of Rev. Booker to have been about ten years 
and that he was the first moderator of the Association. 
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The successor to Rev. Booker was a minister as a young man had 
come to Kansas City, Missouri from Memphis, Tennessee. He was Rev. 
George Henry Daniel who had received his license from the New 
Prospect Baptist Church and had begun his ministry under the 
pastorate of Rev. N. S. Sanders in Memphis. He and his wife moved to 
Kansas City in 1904 and joined the St. Stephen Baptist Church. Soon 
after he united with the St. Stephen Baptist Church, he was ordained 
by Rev. F. W. Hurse their pastor. 

Rev. Daniel, "Guided by the light of spiritual vision organized the 
New Prospect Mission, the first Sunday, 1905, with his father-in-law 
and four others as charter members," according to the history of the 
Morning Star Baptist Church. As seen in chapter one, this Mission 
became the Morning Star Baptist Church. The history also states that, 
in 1910, the Church began working in the district and other correspon-
ding bodies. This supports the doubt that Rev. Daniel took part in the 
organizing of the Association or participated in the initial work of the 
Association. 

Rev. Daniel was elected moderator of the Association either in the 
year of 1916 or 1917. He was credited with having served the 
District Association for twenty years. Rev. Daniel passed on in death 
on June 5, 1937. The funeral was attended by many of the pioneer 
ministers according to the Order of Service. Presiding at his funeral 
was a young minister who succeeded him as moderator. 

Dr. W. A. Sparks Dr. I. H. Henderson, Jr. 
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Rev. Matthew Frazier Rev. Cornealious S. Scott, Sr. 

This young minister was Rev. Ronald Earl Holland. He was a 
native of Langston, Oklahoma, according to the records found in a clip-
ping from a newspaper reporting on the "Final Rites Held for Rev. 
Ronald E. Holland." He spent all of his life above the age of fourteen 
years in Christian service. At the age of nineteen, he left his home and 
the Mount Pilgram Baptist Church of Langston and came to live and 
work in Kansas City, Missouri. He joined the Friendship Baptist 
Church and began working as an usher. In the early twenties, Rev. 
Holland made known his call to the Gospel Ministry. He received his 
license to preach on November 21, 1924 under the pastorate of Rev. S. 
C. Doyle. He was later ordained to become the pastor of the Bethesda 
Baptist Church in Leeds, Missouri. In 1933, he succeeded Rev. F. R. 
Patterson in the pastorate of the True Vine Baptist Church which was 
located at 14th and Cherry Streets. 

Rev. Holland soon gained the favor and influence of the pastors 
and workers of the District Association. In the middle thirties, he was 
elected to the office of Vice Moderator. He held this position until the 
close or near the close of the administration of Rev. George Henry 
Daniel. An account of Rev. Holland's activities during the funeral of 
Rev. Daniel has been given in the above paragraphs relating to Rev. 
Daniel's life and work. 

Rev. Holland was a hard worker both as a pastor of the True Vine 
Baptist Church and as moderator of the District Association. Along 
with these responsibilities, he began following a regular and strict 
schedule in visits to the hospitals of the twin Kansas Cities. These 
were the two hospitals where Black People were accepted in Missouri 
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and Kansas. For several years, Rev. Holland led the work of the 
district in an interesting and successful manner. His health began to 
fail him which eventually resulted in his death following a long siege of 
illness after a heart attack. Rev. Holland never released his interest 
and love for the work of the district as moderator. He was forced, 
however to withdraw his service as moderator even before he had 
suffered his heart attack. 

The next pastor to become the moderator of the District 
Association was Rev. Connie See Stamps. Rev. Stamps was a native of 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri. He came to the pastorate of the Highland 
Baptist Church in 1936 where he served for fifteen years. 

Although, his autobiography was used in securing some 
knowledge about his life and work, there was nothing found that gave 
definite dates regarding his service as moderator of the District 
Association. The one thing that was definite, however, was that Rev. 
Stamps did serve as moderator of the New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association. Many people living today remember his service 
and their having worked in the district during the time when he was 
moderator. He seemed to have served for a short period during the 
middle forties. 

Rev. Stamps was succeeded by Rev. William A. Sparks who was 
pastoring the Progressive Baptist Church. Rev. Sparks, a native of 
Texas came to the pastorate of the Progressive Baptist Church from 
Fort Worth, Texas in 1942. According to the history of the 
Progressive Baptist Church, "Rev. Sparks had been recommended to 
the Church, by the moderator Rev. R. E. Holland, who was also pastor 
of the True Vine Baptist Church." 

Rev. Sparks was elected to the office of moderator in the middle 
forties and began a vigorous endeavor to build a program that 
provided improvement. According to the records of the Ministers 
Wives Conference, Rev. Sparks immediately announced his desire to 
initiate a program for the ministers wives in the Association and 
proceeded to perfect it. With this, he was met with great opposition by 
some pastors of the Association whose wives were participating in a 
minster's wives club independent to that of the associational work. 
Here, two philosophies existed and were portrayed with strong sup-
port. Moderator Sparks held and emphasized the concept that all 
Christian workers in the nature of the ministers wives, functioning 
outside of their local churches which belong to the association, should 
be departments of that Association. He believed and insisted that the 
minister's wives would display such examples that would form models 
for all Christian workers within the local churches. The Philosophies 
held by the opposing pastors were that such participation prescribed 
for the minister's wives restricted their free activities and made them 
subject to unqualified domination. They also held that there were no 
departments indentified with the wives of ministers in the local chur-
ches which provided messengers for the work of the Association. They 
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said that, "It was this reason that the minister's wives should be free 
and not tied to the function of the Association." 

Moderator Sparks moved smoothly and encouragingly with the 
minister's wives of the District Association to the end that they and 
their work succeeded in an unparalleled manner. They today hold and 
functiion in an adamant position within the associational work. He was 
able to hold the respect of all pastors and ministers of the Association 
despite the varables in their philosophies. However, he declined the 
opportunity of continuing to serve as moderator during the annual 
session of the Association in July of 1948. 

According to the history of the Friendship Baptist Church, a 
young pastor of the Pleasant Green Baptist Church of Nashville, Ten-
nessee had preached for the church while on a visit in Kansas City. 
Since the Church was without a pastor by reason of the previous 
pastor's resignation in late 1943, and because the young minister from 
Tenessee had made a lasting impression upon the members of the 
Church, he was selected to be the new pastor. Rev. Isaiah H. Hender-
son, Jr. accepted the call, gave up his pastorate of the Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church and with his young family came to Kansas City, to 
pastor the Friendship Baptist Church. 

"Rev. Henderson, a native of Lexington, Mississippi began his 
pastorate at Friendship Baptist Church in March of 1944." His ability 
to lead the church in achievements through Christian work along with 
a growing influence within the work of the New Era Missionary Bap-
tist District Association caught the attention and interest of the 
pastors and messengers of the Association. Thus, he was chosen to 
become the sixth moderator of the District Association in July of 1948. 
The district work was destined to move forward under the leadership 
of Rev. Henderson. However, he faced the same types of philosophies 
which had been imposed upon his predecessor. Moderator in his even 
cool temper and mild manner seems always to have gotten things done. 

Rev. Henderson reinforced the endeavors of the minister's wives 
department and was able to encourage full support of their work. 
Before the minister's wives was initiated in 1944, there were only two 
departments working with the parent body. They were the Women's 
Department and the Sunday School and Baptist Young People's Con-
vention. Rev. Henderson was determined to keep the minister's wives 
alive and working. 

During the time of his brief administration, Western Baptist 
Seminary, now known as Western Baptist Bible College caught and 
held his attention. He encouraged and led the district workers to join 
with him in full cooperation with other district associations throughout 
the state of Missouri in supporting the School. One special need above 
the regularly month to month responsibilities surfaced. Walk-in 
refrigeration was becoming a paramount need as well as a growing 
popularity among trustees and curators of colleges and universities 
throughout the nation. This arrangement gave the schools purchasing 
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agent an opportunity to buy foods, especially meats in large quantities 
at near wholesale cost and store and preserve them over a much longer 
period than the old method of week to week or even month to month 
practices. Moderator Henderson succeeded in leading the Association 
in providing such refrigeration, to the delight of many and dismay of 
others. 

With many other interests growing and responsibilities growing 
in on the time schedule of Moderator Henderson at his church, along 
with his having returned to more studies at Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Kansas City, Kansas and later did studies at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York City, induced him to seek 
release from the responsibilities of moderator. Thus he made his 
desires known in the early part of 1952. 

The unexpired term of the moderator was carried out by the vice 
moderator. He was Rev. Matthew Frazier who was subsequently elec-
ted moderator of the District Association in July of 1952. Rev. Frazier 
was a native of the State of Louisiana. He had lived and pastored in 
the greater Kansas City area for several years. At the time of his elec-
tion as moderator he was pastoring the St. James Baptist Church in 
the Westport Community, Kansas City, Missouri. 

Rev. Frazier was well prepared in all areas to lead the district 
work. However, he had only about one good year of success in being 
able to keep the work up to the existing status. Although, he was re-
elected to succeed himself in July, 1953, he immediately fell victim to 
an illness which had plagued him and threatened his activities 
throughout the prior year. Moderator Frazier had to spend much of 
his time in the hospital for operations and treatments. 

Much of the leadership of the work of the association was done by 
the Vice Moderator, Rev. William Wilson who was assisted by the 
Executive Secretary, Rev.Cornealious S. Scott, Sr. It was by this 
method that Rev. Frazier was able to remain the moderator until July, 
1954. Because of his illness, he asked that his name would not be 
presented for reelection. 

In July, 1954, the annual session of the Association was held with 
the Second Baptist Church, Independence, Missouri. It was during 
this session that Rev. Cornealious Socrates Scott, Sr., the pastor of 
Second Baptist was elected to succeed Rev. Frazier as moderator. 

Rev. Scott is a native of Ouachita County, near Camden, Arkan-
sas. He pastored several churches in Arkansas. His last pastorate in 
that state were the Antioch Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, Arkansas 
and the Macedonia Baptist Church, Mountain Pine, Arkansas. In Oc-
tober, 1946, he visited his wife's relatives in Kansas City, at which time 
he met friends from Camden who invited him and his wife to worship 
with them at the Paseo Baptist Church. Following the service, Rev. 
Scott met the pastor, Rev. Daniel Arthur Holmes.The pastor asked him 
to deliver the evening sermon. After the benediction, pastor Holmes 
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talked with Rev. Scott which resulted in his decision to come and live 
in Kansas City. Here, he would continue his studies and a pastorate in 
a new field. Subsequently, Rev. Scott returned to Arkansas secured 
some records from the Arkansas Baptist College, Little Rock, where 
he had finished his high school and was a freshman in college and 
returned to live in Kansas City. For a while, he worked with Rev. 
Holmes at Paseo. Rev. Scott accepted a call to the Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Warrensburg, Missouri in April, 1947. In September, 1978, he 
accepted a call to the Macedonia Baptist Church, Marrion, Kansas, and 
in July, 1951, he accepted a call to the pastorate of the Second Baptist 
Church, Independence, Missouri. 

In July, 1954, Rev. Scott encouraged the church to entertain the 
annual session of the Association. During this meeting Rev. Scott was 
elected moderator of the Association. He immediately embarked upon 
a course that produced a daring challenge. Having served the two 
previous years as the Executive Secretary of the Association, he had a 
good knowledge of the conditions and status of the Association. He 
knew the direction in which the association was headed. Many 
fallacies existed with references to the proper relationships of 
auxiliaries and departments of the association to which these 
auxiliaries and departments belonged. 

Two erroneous and embarrassing principles were being practiced 
among these subordinate bodies. This was experienced especially by 
the Women's Missionary Department. Only once did this appear in the 
ministers Wives Department, Which is discussed in Chapter 4. The 
Sunday School and B.T.U. Congress maintained a proper and smooth 
course of operation under the rules and regulations of the Association. 

In regards to the Women's Missionary Department, the two 
principles were (1) reports of the raising of and receiving of money 
from projects and churches in the name of missions and education then 
diverting it into personal use in the forms of personal experience, 
equivalent of salaries. The most damaging effect of this fallacy was 
the refusing to make reports to the association on most of the receipts 
and disbursements by the Womens Missionary Department. At one 
point, some women of the department with the help of two ministers 
took money from the treasury of that department and purchased a 
house, in which they later stated would be used for the housing and 
care of children. When this news reached the moderator, he called a 
meeting of the District Leaders to meet with him at the Brooklyn Ave. 
Baptist Church for the purpose of calling for a report on the purchase. 
The meeting at times ran into long debates concerning the proper 
proceedures of auxiliaries and departments of the association but no 
reports were made or given to the body. Instead, some of the women 
resigned their positions which they had held in the association. A new 
group of women were elected to lead the Missionary Department and 
the work made a recovery. (2) Aside from the malicious use of money, 
some persons were being elected to positions in the Women's 
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Missionary Department who were not in good and regular standing in 
their churches. 

Moderator Scott met these problems straight forward. He set out 
to correct them. He devised and published a diagram of a chart under 
the title, "An Association Organized," which showed the relationship 
of auxiliaries and departments to the parent body of the association. 
He also prepared a symbol of a dollar showing how each penny, by per-
centage, could adequately be spent. For a symbol, he used the title, "A 
Model for Associational Spending." Both of these productions can be 
seen in the final pages of his annual addresses of July 15,1955 and July 
13,1956. Both plans were adopted by the association. These principals 
are continuing in use today. 

There were external problems also which challenged the local 
churches which required the help of the District Association in solving. 
For example, several churches had Ushers and Choir members who 

allied themselves with independent Ushers and Singing Units within 
the Greater Kansas City Area. These Units were made up with people 
of different denominations and traveled at will throughout the Cities 
and States to render their services in whatever way, they desired. 
Unlike that of these Units within their own local Churches, which fur-
nished these people home bases and indentification with the work in 
which each person was engaged, the independent groups had no base 
connections under whose auspices and protection they could work. 
This resulted in disadvantages to some pastors and churches within 
the association in that they lost both, much of the Ushers and Choir 
members's financial support at different times throughout the year 
and also upset their Church Programs somewhat by their absence. 

Rev. Rubin Fields, Sr. Dr. Willie H. White, Sr. 
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Rev. A. M. Hudson, Sr. Rev. Claude H. High, Sr. 

Since, many of those involved and participating in these external 

affairs were good ambitious members of some of the churches within 

the District Association, Moderator Scott saw the need of providing a 

place for them to work with the Association. He proposed the 

organization of three new departments, namely; "The Usher's Depar-

tment, the District Choir department, and the Brotherhood", now 

known as the, "Laymen's Depar-tment." Each of these are discussed in 

more detail in some of the following chapters of this text. 

During the administration of Moderator Scott, the Golden Jubilee 

Anniversary of the District Association was celebrated. The meeting 

was held at the Friendship Baptist Church located at Fifteenth Street 

and Troost Avenue. Several persons received "Fifty-Years Service 

Plaques," with other receiving, "Forty-Years Service Certificates." 

These have been discussed in relation to the origin date of the 

Association in chapter one. 

As seen on page 18 of his Annual Address delivered at the Fifty-

First Annual Session of the New Era Missionary Baptist District 

Association held at Morning Star Baptist Church July 18, 1958, 

Moderator Scott read from his message, "A Few Words of Adieu." 

Thus ending his tenure in the office which he had held since July 1954. 
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The Next moderator was Rev. Rubin Fields who had served as 
Vice Moderator during the administration of Moderator Scott. Rev. 
Fields is a native of the state of Louisiana but had come to Kansas City 
several years earlier. According to the records of the Progressive 
Baptist Church, "Rev. Rubin Fields was called to preach while a mem-
ber of the Church under the pastorate of Rev. W. A. Sparks." 

He entered Western Baptist Seminary and shortly after, he ac-
cepted a call to pastor the Galilee Baptist Church. He closed this 
position to become the pastor of the Corinthian Baptist Church. It 
was during this pastorate that he became the Moderator of the 
Association. Records of the Association show that the work under him 
proceeded, for the most part, in its regular form of receiving financial 
reports and the proper disbursements of money. Although, he ap-
peared full of energy and zeal, it seemed that Rev. Field's interest was 
in keeping the work moving smoothly without engaging in 
enlargements by reason of adding new departments. Rev. Field ser-
ved in a very unique fashion from July 1958 to July in 1962. 

The Kansas City Call paper published an article on August 3,1962, 
page 10, which reflected the results of the election of new officers 
during the annual session of the New Era Missionary Baptist District 
Association. The article gave a brief account about Rev. Willie Har-
vey White in the following manner. "The Rev. W. H. White is the 
moderator elect of the New Era District Baptist Association. He was 
elected to the post at the recent election held at the Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church, 2910 East 30th Street," 

Rev. White is the pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist Church, 924 
Olive. He is a former moderator of the St. Paul District Association of 
Oklahoma, where he pastored prior to coming to Kansas City. He suc-
ceeds the Rev. F. Fields, Pastor of the Corinthian Missionary Baptist 
Church." 

In a telephone interview with Rev. White, he confirmed the 
statement and added that he is a native of Oklahoma. He holds that his 
best contribution to the association was made to support education. 
His personal comments are seen in the following expressions. "The 
only worth while contribution made during my administration was the 
raising of money to support the Western Baptist Bible College. I was 
so busy preparing, planning, and finally getting into the erecting of a 
new church edifice for the congregation of the Emmanual Baptist 
Church that I didn't have time left to devote much attention to the 
work of the District Association. I actually did not hold the office very 
long." 

It should be noted here, that the paper named oth rs whose 
positions were indentified along with Rev. White hey are as follows: 
"Rev. A.M. Hudson, pastor of Pro ssive Baptist Church; vice-
moderator; Rev. Roy P. Stri nger, pastor of Southside First Baptist 
Church, executive ecretary; Rev. Claude H. High, pastor of St. Paul 
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Baptist Church, treasurer; Rev. Clarence H. Smith, pastor of New 
Hope Baptist Church, recording secretary; Rev. C.G. Wilson, pastor of 
Brooklyn Avenue Baptist Church, corresponding secretary, and 
William Brookfield of Western Baptist College, Auditor." 

Rev. White resigned the office of moderator during the April 
Board meeting in 1964. His unexpired time was served by vice 
moderator Hudson. Records show that which is seen in the following 
quote: "Rev. Andrew Monroe Hudson, Sr. was elected the 11th 
moderator of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association at 
the 57th Annual Session in 1964." Rev. Hudson came to the office well 
prepared to lead the work of the association in all areas. 
He had served as the executive secretary during the administration of 
moderator Scott, at which time he gave strong support to the 
programs proposed by moderator Scott. He served as the vice 
moderator with Rev. White and gave support to the work. Thus, the 
work of the District Association would thrive in every way under his 
leadership. 

Moderator Hudson visioned a need for a camp site for the youth. 
His prayers were answered and his expressions were heard by a per-
son who held an interest in a tract of land near Interstate Freeway 
Southeast of Kingdom City, Missouri. Moderator Hudson worked 
diligently and consistently in encouraging the officers, pastors, and 
messengers of the association to accept the fine opportunity of 
securing this tract of land developing it into a camp. It was through his 
influence that his chance had come to the association to own land for a 
camp at almost an outright gift. The break for moderator Hudson 
came after he planned and sponsored several musical programs to 
raise money to pay the necessary cost of transferring the land from its 
original owners to the board of trustees of the association. This board 
or their successors own the land for the association which is the true or 
real owners of the property. These musicals are discussed in chapter 
eight. 

Rev. Hudson came to Kansas City from Tennessee to pastor the 
Progressive Baptist Church in 1952. He had held the pastorate of the 
Macedonia Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. According to Rev. 
Hudson, he inherited a very tense and delicate condition at the 
Progressive Baptist Church. They had extended a call to a Rev. Hardy 
to succeed the pastorate of Rev. William A. Sparks who had accepted 
the call to serve the St. Francis Baptist Church in St. Joseph, Missouri. 
Rev. Hardy experienced a fatal accident, being struck by a truck while 
traveling to Kansas City to begin his pastorate of the church. 

After the members had spent some time in adjusting themselves 
from the shock of their new pastor's death, the Church offered the 
pastorate to Rev. Rankins of Chicago, Illinois. Rev. Rankins accepted 
the call to become their pastor. However, it seemed that he never 
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could adjust to the terms of moving to Kansas City to live. There 
seemed to have been a period of guessing and uncertain conditions 
which the Church had to suffer. The situation was worsened when 
Rev. Rankins suddenly decided to discontinue his services as pastor. 
This further excited anxiety which initiated a stream of frustration 
and unrest among the members. 

Their next choice fell on Rev. Hudson who has proven to be the 
God sent pastor for the Church. Within a very short period, Rev. Hud-
son had endeared himself in the hearts of the members of the Church. 
He was able to lead the members into the purchasing of new locations 
and more equitable buildings for both the Church worship and a par-
sonage that provided far more comfort than the former residence 
which had been provided by the church for the pastor. He also stam-
ped an endearing impression upon most of the pastors and me-
ssengers of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association. A 
personal interview by this writer and a subsequent telephone conver-
sation with Rev. Hudson and the reading of records of the Progressive 
Baptist Church revealed that Rev. Hudson was a successful moderator 
from 1964 to 1971. 

One of the most unique experiences witnessed by the members of 
the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association is reflected in the 
life and work of Rev. Claude H. High who succeeded Rev. Hudson as 
moderator. An interview with Rev. High resulted in learning that he 
was born in Harrison County, near Marshall, Texas and spent much of 
his childhood in Jackson County, Texas. In 1952, he moved to Kansas 
City with his young family. Here he joined the Emmanuel Missionary 
Baptist Church. In the early part of the year 1953, he made known his 
calling to preach, to his pastor, Rev. F. P. Reed, and to the Church. The 
Church under the leadership of their pastor gave him a chance to 
deliver his first sermon in April 1953. The ,  pastor and members were 
profoundly convinced that their young brother High had not only been 
with the Lord, but that the Lord had called and annointed him to 
preach the Gospel. He continued to take advantage of every oppor-
tunity to exercise his divine gift of preaching. 

This writer remembers a time which is made even more 
reminiscence through the constant mentioning by Rev. High, when he 
preached his first sermon in the district association. A few days 
before the second quarterly board meeting of the Association in 1955, 
Moderator Scott received a telephone call from Rev. F. P. Reed, pastor 
of the Emmanual Baptist Church. He stated that he was programed to 
preach in the meeting, but could not be there to preach. Instead, he 
asked if brother Claude H. High, a young preacher of their Church 
could preach in his place. Moderator Scott replied that he would be 
pleased to arrange with the programmed alternate in favor of the 
young minister from Emmanual Baptist Church. This deed has never 
been forgotten by Rev. High. Not only did he appreciate a chance to 
preach, he holds today that it served as the key which opened the door 
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to his success. This young preacher used all his heart .and soul to 
deliver a profound message both in thought and spirit. His sermon 
ignited and illuminated a blaze of acknowledgement and appreciation 
that elucidated his pass throughout the Association and the State and 
National Baptist Conventions. It should be pointed out here that Rev. 
High's father was one of three preaching brothers; and that Rev. High 
is one of four preaching brothers, resulting in his membership in a 
preaching family. 

Among those present that night were some members of the St. 
Paul Baptist Church of which the late Rev. P. F. Huston had pastored. 
His sermon struck and stuck firmly in their hearts. They invited him 
to preach for them. He accepted the invitation on a date arranged and 
set by the Church. As results, the Church called him for their pastor. 
Rev. High began his pastorate of the church in July of 1955. He is at 
this writing still serving the church. He has accomplished outstanding 
achievements during his pastorate including the leading of the church 
into a new home, meeting both the timely demands and equitable 
needs of the church. 

Even at this time of history writing, those who lived and worked 
in the district association during the moderator High's initial par-
ticipation in his membership Church, his pastorate of St. Paul, and his 
service rendered in various capacities of the district claim him as a 
product of the association. Rev. High has spent his entire pastoral life 
with the St. Paul Baptist Church. In chapter one, his support was seen 
in his leading the Church in the opening of her doors in the enter-
taining of regular Board and Special call meetings, during the period 
when moderator Scott was leading the district association in the 
bringing of three new units or departments into existence within the 
association. The parent body also met and was entertained by the St. 
Paul Baptist Church during these times. In chapter eight, the story is 
told how moderator High brought the singing unit out of its old form 
and spirit of a scattered participation into a basic unit of activities, as 
seen in the District Choir. 

There are two other departments which received consistent em-
phasis for expansion under the leadership of moderator High. They 
are the Evangelistic and the Pastor's Conference Departments. Once 
each year, a District-Wide Revival is conducted by the Evangelistic 
Department. The Pastor's Conference provides study courses, lec-
tures and sermons which stimulate the spirit of understanding on 
issues, fellowship, and a working relationship among the pastors and 
ministers of the association. 

It was by the wishes of moderator High that this endeavor of 
writing the history, telling of the life and activities of the New Era 
Missionary Baptist District Association was undertaken. As any 
serious reader might see, this effort was a momentous task involving 
both time and work to accomplish. Moderator High's leadership and 
achievements go on into the unknown future. 
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Like most of his predecessors, moderator High has as very fine 
board and cabinet with which to work. The names of each member ap-
pears in the following list along with their positions as they appeared 
from the 73rd Annual Session which met in the year 1980 at the 
Skylight Baptist Church, Rev. T. L. Arnick, pastor. 

Moderator 	 Rev. Claude H. High 
First Vice-Moderator 	 Rev. Henry T. Lewis 
Second Vice-Moderator 	Rev. Taylor B. Baker 
Executive Secretary 	 Rev. McKinley Dukes 
Recording Secretary 	 Rev. Ira B. Rentie 
Corresponding Secretary 	Mrs. Della Harmon 
Treasurer 	  Rev. Gerald Schiele 
Reporter 	 Miss Marguerite Jones 
Statistician 	 Rev. John Fletcher 
Auditor 	  Rev. Charles Briscoe 
Board Members 	 Rev. Isaiah H. Henderson 

Rev. Fred W. Johnson, Rev. Ira B. Rentie 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Chairman of Evangelism 	Rev. Tommie L. Arnick 
Chairman of Ministers Conference.... Rev. Elbert Hyche 
Chairman of District Camp 	Rev. Ira B. Rentie 
Chairman of Scholarship Funds 	Rev. James L. Davis 
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CHAPTER III 

NEW ERA DISTRICT WOMEN'S AUXILIARY 

Unlike all other aspects of human society, the woman has filled 
the most picturesque positions in the affairs of life. Whenever and 
wherever she is called upon to play an important role, she usually 
responds with the attraction of a rose. Such has been the performan-
ce of the New Era District Woman's Auxiliary. The auxiliary has 
through the years reflected uniqueness in its organization. The staff is 
composed of a president, vice-presidents, secretaries, and treasurer. 
These people form the basic positions which is supplemented by many 
other fine and honorable women who serve in other important 
positions. All of these women come from the various churches of the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association. 

The work of the Woman's Auxiliary has been and remains today a 
training center from which the association has received most of her 
leaders and workers. Perhaps, this contribution by the women can be 
better explained in the following example. If one would remember the 
work of the old time farmers or even the modern day florists, he would 
see the value in their use of the "Seed hot-bed." This was a special 
plot of earth which the farmer and the florist prepared in a particular 
manner to raise and maintain temperature and sowed seed which came 
up and grew into young plants. These were plucked later from the 
"Hot-Bed" and reset in the proper positions for securing their full 
growth and production. Just as these earth tenders and plant growers 
have used the "Seed hot-bed" to initiate the lives and growth of young 
plants, the Woman's Auxiliary has used their objectives in initiating 
interest and activities of young people into productive associational 
progress. 

The Woman's Auxiliary endeavored to begin working. with the 
early lives of children and continue it through young adulthood of each 
individual. Various age groups were formed to insure basic 
procedures and results for their efforts of development. These groups 
began with the "Sun Beams." In this group the little boys and girls 
were put together, taught and trained in methods of studying the Bible 
and the art of performing together in public meeting. The group ages 
were from one to eight years old. In the second group the boys and 
girls were separated, and their ages were from nine through seven-
teen years old for the boys, and nine through sixteen years old for the 
girls. The initial name for the boys was "The Royal Ambassadors" but 
was later changed to "Junior Laymen." The girls in this group were 
originally called the "Red Circle" later became the "Girls Auxiliary." 
The third group contained "The Unmarried Young Women Auxiliary" 
whose ages ran from seventeen to twenty-five years old. The young 
men with paralleled ages, more or less, had gone into work_with the 
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adult Laymen Department. The final group in these general descrip-
tions were the "Junior Matrons" This group contained all young 
mothers and young women between the ages of twenty-five and thirty-
five years old. Efforts have been made here to give in a general way 
some classification of the group work which has been done by the 
Woman's Auxiliary, and which might be seen today at the time of this 
writing. 

The Woman's Auxiliary has worked in preparing children to grow 
up and be ready to fill their places of rendering services when others 
moved on in various ways leaving vacancies in services. All of these 
groups met at different times with their group leaders for instructions 
and training pertaining to the goals provided for them by the Woman's 
Auxiliary. Each group attended and participated in every board 
meeting and in the annual session of the association every year. Twice 
each year, special programs were given for the enrichment of the 
groups. One of which were known or titled, "The Wedding of P,oses." For the 
observance of this, each local church was notified by the leader in the 
Woman's Auxiliary that the church might select a girl and a boy to 
represent the youth of the church in the program. The church would 
then sponsor their young people by giving money to be matched, in 
contest form, with the amount given by other churches. On the 
evening of the program, a procession of young ladies each escorted by 
a young male member of her church proceeded down the isles as a 
young bride and groom to the platform for the program. At the end of 
the program, the roll of churches was read for the offering. The young 
couple whose church reported the highest amount of money became 
the reigning bride and groom for the year. The second event was a 
week or two weeks "Camp-out" at the New Era District Camp. 
Children, young people and their sponsors went out for this encam-
pment retreat. They benefited in every area of human development. 

The following data contained in this section of this chapter were 
provided by Mrs. Annabelle Poe. According to Mrs. Poe, she had 
received the materials from the late Mrs. Samantha Cunningham. It is 
a concisely written report of only the past and present presidents of 
the Woman's Auxiliary and the years each served. This writer has 
written the data verbatim in the following quote: 

"Pioneers of the Women's Auxiliary to the New Era Missionary 
Baptist District Association. 

The first president was Mrs. Susie Pendelton elected in 1908. She 
was one dedicated to Western,thinking of it as our own Christian In-
stitution. 

In 1912 Mrs. Rosie Gipson was elected, and the Woman's 
Auxiliary was still in its infancy struggling to survive. Rosie Gipson 
accepted the challenge and went about enlisting support of the in-
terested women, to come into Macedonia and Help. The work of the 
Missions and Christian Education grew under her leadership. 
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In 1916, the third president, Mrs. Mamie Johnson was elected. 
She took a good look at the potentialities, used all the resources 
available and constructed a program so attractive, others were com-
pelled to follow. She challenged the women to organize the youth. 
Under her leadership, Ethel Jenkins was appointed the first chairman 
of Western Banquet. 

Past Presidents, President, and Officers of the Women's Auxiliary, 
in the order of their services. 

Mrs. Mamie Johnson, 1916 Mrs. Ethel K. Thomas, 1929 

Mrs. Nannie C. Marshall, 1951 	Mrs. Ethel Jenkins Tally, 1956 
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Mrs. Annie M. Tucker, 1970 - Current Mrs. Carolyn Ealy 
Youth Director, Emeritus 

Former President, S.S. & B.T.U. Congress 

Mrs. Jemima L. Byrd 
	

Mrs. Samantha R. Cunningham 
Youth Director 	 Former Secretary 

Past Presidents not shown in pictures: Mrs. Susie Pendleton, 1908; 
Mrs. Rosie Gipson-, 1912 

Ethel K. Thomas was elected the fourth president in 1929. All 
who knew her, knew that the object of her affection was Western 
College. Ethel K. Thomas was a strong, stern, and forceful woman of 

31 



faith. Through her leadership, progress was not only made throughout 
Kansas City, but the State and National Convention as well. 

In 1951, the fifth president Nannie M. Marshall was elected, the 
daughter of the late Rev. John Goins (who served as Missionary for the 
Baptist of Missouri many years). Her mother Mrs. Mary E. Goins ser-
ved twenty-five years as a president of the Missouri Baptist State 
Woman's Convention. Mrs. Marshall served faithfully until her health 
failed. Truly, she was a dedicated woman. 

In 1956 the sixth president was elected, Mrs. Ethel Jenkins--who 
later became Ethel Jenkins Talley. She was a strong woman of God, 
who believed fervently in Missions and Christian Education. 

Ethel J. Talley was one who believed in doing a job and doing it 
well. If you failed, she would tell you. She could reprimand strongly, 
but there was so much God in her as she did so, you loved her for 
correcting you. The Lord suddenly called Ethel J. Talley from labor to 
her rewards. She was on her way to St. Louis for Annual State 
Meeting. 

Our seventh president, Mrs. Annie M. Tucker courageously took 
the helm of leadership in 1970. She is now serving, a woman of hum-
ble nature, but a gain in strength and faith. She is a woman well 
qualified to lead the women of New Era. The Lord prepared her for 
such a time as this. She has led us tirelessly never forgetting the foot-
prints of those pioneer women, who paved the way for us." 

This writer remembers and still cherishes the fine cooperation 
and support the present president of the Woman's Auxiliary gave to 
him and to the work during the years of his administration as 
moderator. The Woman's Auxiliary and the New Era Missionary Bap-
tist District Association have been extremingly blessed to have had a 
person as Mrs. Annie M. Tucker to lead the woman's work. Mrs. 
Tucker's basic qualifications have brought her and the Woman's 
Auxiliary through the past decade of years also enabled her to con-
tinue on into the unknown future. 

STAFF OFFICERS OF WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 

President 	 Mrs. Annie M. Tucker 
First Vice President 	 Mrs. Ruthy Sanders 
Second Vice President 	Mrs. Thelma McFarland 
Youth Director 	 Mrs. Jemima L. Byrd 
Associate Director 	 Mrs. Lula Burns 
Recording Secretary 	 Ms. Modenia Avery 
Corresponding Secretary 	 Mrs. Annie B. Poe 
Treasurer 	 Mrs. Elizabeth L. Vaughn 
Pianist 	 Mrs. Thaida Vann 
Song Leader 	 Mrs. Thelma Ewing 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE BAPTIST MINISTERS' WIVES FELLOWSHIP 

According to written records found in the yearbooks, this depar-
tment was organized in the year of 1944. One year book is dated as 
1947. This book recorded a June meeting at which time Mrs. Beatrice 
M. Underwood was the president. It also stated that only two other 
ministers' wives had served as presidents. They were Mrs. Clara 
Simmons and Mrs. Ethel Jenkins. Of course, Mrs. Underwood was the 
third president to serve. A list of the presidents is given at the close of 
this chapter. 

Records show that Rev. William A. Sparks, the pastor of the 
Progressive Baptist Church at that time was the moderator of the New 
Era Missionary Baptist District Association. The Ministers' Wives 
Department proposed and prefected a unique, interesting, and effec-
tive program that is still functioning at the time of this writing. This 
program follows a principle of meeting at regular intervals each month 
throughout the year to share their experiences with each other. This 
was very rewarding to the Ministers' Wives in that from these 
meetings they gained and maintained ideas from each other that not 
only supported them in their faith in God, and consistency in their 
practice of living chaste lives, but to support their minister husband's 
convictions for preaching the Gospel and the coping with situations in-
volving problems in their pastoral lives. 

The most powerful support both spiritually and morally for 
pastors and ministers aside from that which they receive at their 
private altars, is that which comes from this group of women. They 
provide the source of encouragement and endorsement for 
strengthening the pastors and ministers for the work of the District 
Association as well as for the work in their local fields of labors. 

Another atmosphere in the spiritual arena at the time of this 
writing is the inspiration provided by the ministers' wives, not only for 
the pastors, but for the entire association which comes from the 
musical programs rendered by them each year. Their renditions have 
brought spiritual insight and motivation to a great number of 
Christian workers throughout the association. Many of these oc-
casions were crowned with success through their financial support of 
Christian education. Other programs initiated to provide money in 
large amounts were contributions made to Western Baptist Seminary, 
now known as Western Baptist College. During recent years, the 
Ministers' Wives Fellowship has given its support in the sharing of 
finances to help meet the monetary needs in building cabins at the 
New Era district Camp. 
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GROUP PICTURE, MINISTERS WIVES 

Reading from left to right are: Mrs. Willie Mae Scott, also the wife of the author; Mrs. Louis Lewis; 
Mrs. Annetta Bratton; Mrs. Annabelle Poe; Mrs. Christine Cody; Mrs. Mildred Hudson; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Anderson; Mrs. Dorothy Freeman, current President; and Mrs. Ethel Reed. Three past 
Presidents not in this group are pictured below. 

Mrs. Lula Wilson Mrs. Mary Burnett 

Mrs. Geraldine Pittman 
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In the area of social life the Ministers' Wives Fellowship Depar-
tment provided a fertile field for Christian entertainment, social ac-
tivities, and physical relaxation, specifically for pastors and ministers 
of the association. Two such occasions for these activities are an an-
nual out-door picnic and a Christmas Dinner. The picnic is usually 
planned during the summer and held in one of the City's parks. 
Various games are played by both the pastors, ministers, and their 
wives. These are followed by the serving of food. The Christmas din-
ner is held in a carefully selected restaurant. All plans are made by 
the Ministers' Wives Fellowship Department with expenses paid by 
the wives for their pastor and minister husbands. A beautiful and in-
teresting program is rendered by them for the enjoyment of their 
husbands. In recent times, the Ministers' Wives Fellowship Depar-
tment has initiated the custom of giving receptions to entertain 
visiting ministers and their wives during various annual meeting of 
the Missionary Baptist State Convention of Missouri when the 
meetings are in Kansas City. 

Mrs. Ophelia B. Henderson, 
The First Lady of the Frien-
dship Baptist Church; A 
former First Lady of the 
N.E.M.B.D. Assoc.: Presen-
tly, The First Lady of the 
Missionary Baptist State 
Convention of Missouri. 

Mrs. Eunice C. High, The 
First Lady of the St. Paul 
Baptist Church, and The 
New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association. 

Mrs. Ophelia B. Henderson 

 

Mrs. Eunice C. High 

Mrs. Willie M. Scott, The 
First Lady of the East Side 
Missionary Baptist Church: 
A former President of the 
Ministers Wives' Fellowship 
of the N.E.M.B.D. Assoc. 
The wife of the author. 

Mrs. Willie M. Scott 
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Perhaps, the most important characteristics of the Ministers' 
Wives Fellowship has been in the abilities to righteously govern its 
self. The members have kept a close watch on any wrong directions or 
trends of their procedures. According to Reports of some senior mem-
bers and widows of pastors, there appeared a deviation in concept 
during the year of 1961 involving the proper reporting of funds. The 
report reflected that although there was a vast difference in concepts 
of members and their president that it necessitated the coming 
together of all the Ministers' Wives to eradicate the problem, thus 
eliminating their Fellowship from any moral or spiritual decay. Ac-
cording to the records the Ministers' Wives Fellowship Department 
has always lived and functioned under the auspices and direction of the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association. 

The three yearbooks of the Ministers' Wives named the first 
three presidents who served the department, but did not name the 
specific years in which each president served. Although, in later times 
it became the custom that each president served for two years, there 
were some who held the office either less or longer than the two 
customary years. However, when such information that was gained 
through researching the above named materials and the computing of 
the years which was given at various other points were accomplished, 
it became possible to determine the time which most of the early 
presidents served. This period of difficulty in identifying the amount 
of time and the exact years in which many of the same presidents ser-
ved lasted until 1957 when adequate records have been kept to sustan-
tiate a succession of presidents. 

According to the yearbooks, the succession of presidents are; 

Mrs. Clara Simmons 
Mrs. Ethel Jenkins 
Mrs. Beatrice M. Underwood 

These three presidents served the period from about 1944 to 1949. 
Beginning with the end of the Associational year in July of 1949 until 
the middle of the fifties, there were no specification of years ascribed 
to any of the following ministers wives who served as presidents. 
Their names were reported in the yearbooks as past president, but the 
dates of their service were not given. 

They Were: 

Mrs. Margrete Sparks* 
Mrs. Lula Wilson 
Mrs. Ethel Reed* 
Mrs. Ida Stevenson 

A third period appeared on the written records which were found 
in the Annual Address of moderator, Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr., on July 19, 
1957, when the name of the Ministers' Wives Department president 
was included in his message. This also corresponded with the facts 
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found in the Ministers' Wives Yearbooks for the years of 1965 and 
1966. 

These were: 

Mrs. Usie Pollard Brown - 1957-1958 
Mrs. Beulah Redwood - 1958 to 1960 
Mrs. Geraldine Pittman - 1960 to 1962 
Mrs. Willie Mae Scott - 1962 to 1965 
Mrs. Mildred Hudson - 1965 to 1966 

Here a brief change in the work of the Ministers' Wives Fellowship 
came to bear upon the Department. At the close of Mrs. Hud-
son's service as president, there was a short period in which the 
Ministers' Wives Department experienced a recession. Nevertheless, 
it lasted for only a short time. During this time representations were 
made at regular intervals and a Chairman was selected from among 
the members to chair each meeting at the absence of a president. In 
about the year of 1968 the Ministers' Wives Fellowship Department 
elected another interested and energetic person as their president. 

She and her successors are named below: 

Mrs. Annette Braton - 1968-1971 
Mrs. Annebelle Poe - 1971 to 1973 
Mrs. Louise Lewis - 1973 to 1975 
Mrs. Mary Burnett - 1975 to 1977 
Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson - 1977 to 1979 
Mrs. Christine Cody - 1979 to this writing 

The years which are ascribed to each president might vary by a 
small degree, but according to testimonies of several of the past 
presidents, they are correct. 

*These three ministers' Wives had to cut short their services as 
presidents of the Department. Mrs. Margrete Sparks and Mrs. Ethel 
Reed's minister husbands were called to serve and accepted new 
pastorate out of the City. Mrs. Mildred Hudson resigned before her 
time had expired in the interest of her young family. She and her 
husband had very young children who needed her presence each day. 

Officers Of The Baptist Ministers' Wives Fellowship 

Past President 	 Mrs. Christine Cody 

President 	 Mrs. Dorothy Freeman 
Vice President 	 Mrs. Mildred Hudson 
Secretary 	 Mrs. Carrie Williams 
Assistant Secretary 	 Mrs. Zoritha McNeal 
Corresponding Secretary 	Mrs. Willie M. Scott 
Treasurer 	 Mrs. Susie Hyche 
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CHAPTER V 

THE CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The Congress of Christian Education Department is a develop-
ment from two departments both of the local church and district 
association. As noted in chapter one in regards to the origin or the age 
of the district association, two departments were named in evidence to 
the date of the Association's initial work as being that of the year, 
1907. These two departments were known as "The New Era Baptist 
District Sunday School Convention," and "New Era Baptist District, 
Baptist Young People Union Convention." 

In the year of 1925 these Conventions held their sessions jointly 
or simultaneously. The Program and minutes of these conventions 
were the oldest instruments exactly dating back in years and factually 
illustrating both the origin date and the correct age of the Association. 
Excerpts and statements were used from those instruments to quote 
facts and document those facts. First, excerpts from the program 
were used in quote: 

"Program of the Eighteenth Annual Session of the New Era Baptist 
Sunday School and Baptist Young People Union Convention will be 
held with the Sunday School and Baptist Young People Union of the St. 
Paul Baptist Church 1812 Highland Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri; 
Rev. B.F. Laden, Pastor June 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 1925." 

Under this program the procedures were printed for each day's 
activities. In these procedures, essential and significant information 
was given which was used for this writing. 

On Monday a mass meeting of the Convention was conducted. 
This was called a pre-convention worship and was conducted by the 
entertaining Sunday School and Baptist Young People Union, the 
meeting was called to order by the president, of the Sunday School 
Convention, Rev. J. C. Patton. This was followed by a full Evening of 
singing, poems, oratorical speaking and instrumental music rendered 
by various member representatives from Sunday Schools and Baptist 
Young People Unions of the Churches within the District Association. 

The second day, Tuesday the 16th, the Sunday School Convention 
was officially opened with the president presiding. The Morning 
session consisted of "Emphasis on the Convention Opens; Report of 
Enrollment; Reports from Corresponding Messengers, and Depar-
tmental Work." The highlight of the Morning was the Introduction 
Sermon delivered by Rev. S. C. Doyal. Rev. L. C. Culliver was his 
Alternate. The afternoon session was brief with only one hour and fif-
teen minutes used. However, the services were very significant. The 
Evening session began at seven-thirty with emphasis on Topical 
Discussions and the reading of the Journal. Then came the President's 
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Annual Address which was followed by an Educational Sermon 
delivered by Rev. C. W. Chatman, whose Alternate was Rev. F. Fen-
nell. An Educational Financial Rally for Western Baptist College 
closed the activities for the first day. 

On Wednesday, the second day, the format was the same as on 
Tuesday. The key emphasis were on, first "An address by Professor 
Clemet Richardson, President of Western Baptist College." Second, 
this was succeeded by a "Memorial Sermon which was delivered by 
Rev. George H. Daniels, for whom the Alternate was Rev. J. W. 
Jenkins." The offering was received and then the adjournment. 
Again, the afternoon session was brief but significant. Included in the 
functions of this session was the elections of officers for the next year, 
after which there was an offering and the benediction. The Evening 
Session which closed the work of the Sunday School Convention con-
sisted of only a pageant, titled, "Paul Before King Aggrippa in Seven 
Acts." Admission for the pageant was fifteen cents. 

The work of the Baptist Young People Union was called, "The 
B.Y.P.U." This term has been used by this writer in the following part 
of this chapter. The B.Y.P.U. played a leading roll on the Pre-
Convention on Monday night, June 15th. Following the Welcome Ad-
dress and the response which was given on behalf of the Conventions, 
the B.Y.P.U., rendered most of the program. But now the B.Y.P.U. 
begins its part of the convention. On Thursday morning, June 18, A 
Song Service was rendered, The Devotional was conducted on the 
Theme, "Jesus The Soul Winner." lead by Mrs. S. A. Parker of the St. 
Paul B.Y.P.U." The Convention was then called to order by the 
President, Brother C. L. Drew of Second Baptist B.Y.P.U., Kansas 
City, Missouri. The reading of the constitution and the program then 
took place. There was an enrollment of the Messengers which 
was succeeded by special music with The Welcome Address given by 
professor C. J. Allen of St. Paul B.Y.P.U. The response was given by 
Miss Helen Taylor of Mt. Pleasant B.Y.P.U. This was followed by 
special music. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Rev. James 
M. Booker, pastor of Pleasant Green Baptist Church, Kansas City, 
Missouri, the Alternate was Rev. George E. Arnett, pastor of the Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Kansas City, Missouri. There was an Offering, 
Announcement, and Adjournment. 

The Afternoon Session was brief and significant. For the Evening 
Session The Song Service was conducted in which the entire 
congregation participated. The Convention was called to order by 
President C. L. Drew. An Educational Sermon was delivered by Rev. 
G. H. Daniels moderator of New Era Missionary Baptist District 
Association whose alternate was Rev. J. W. Jenkins, pastor of the An-
tioch Baptist Church. This was followed by an Educational Rally and 
adjournment. 

The second day for the B.Y.P.U. convention followed the same 
form of that of the first day. The afternoon session contained the 

39 



president's annual address,report of officers, election of officers, of-
fering and adjournment. During the second day Evening Session, 
"The District B.Y.P.U. Convention presented Mrs. D. A. Holmes of the 
Vine Street Baptist Church, Lyric Soprano in an evening of songs. She 
was assisted by Mr. William Frederick Fairfax. Miss Doris Reita 
Novel, was Accompanist. The admission fees for the evening was 25 
cents. 

The program committee consisted of "Rev. H. W. Webb; Mrs. 
Francis Pierce; Mrs. Alice Brown; and Mrs. A. M. Cummings. "The 
president was Alice Browne, Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Cornelius 
Bryant was Recording Secretary. 

This brings us to the second instrument used in quote: 

"The Minutes of the 18th Annual Session of the New Era District Sun-
day School Convention and the New Era District B.Y.P.U. Convention 
held with the St. Paul Baptist Church, Rev. B. F. Laden, pastor Kansas 
City, Missouri June 15, 16, and 17, 1925." 

It was necessary to note here the various Sunday Schools and 
B.Y.P.U., including the names of the Superintendents and Presidents 
along with the Secretaries of each. The Sunday Schools are given first 
in the following list. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 	SUPERINTENDENT 
2nd Baptist (K.C.MO.) 	W. A. Williams 

2nd Baptist (Pleasant Hill, Mo.) 	M. T. Williams 
Blue Valley 	 Minnie Williams 

Central 	 D. H. Cain  

SECRETARIES 
Raymond Marshall 
Jewell Thompson 

Catherine Washingt 
Clara Price 

Friendship 
	

J. S. Hines 
	

Eulee Guice 
Highland 
	

S. L. Banks 
	

Clara Price 
Jackson County 
	

Mrs. A. M. Clay 
	

Alberta Fields 
Morning Star 
	

Thomas Smith 
	

Lucille Monroe 
Mt. Pleasant 
	

Pearl Coston 
	

Ella Richardson 
Pilgram Rest 
	

Rev. T. M. McDonald Vernon Page 
Pleasant Green 
	

E. J. Smith 
	

Frankie Marsh 
Southside 
	

Mr. Davis 
St. James 
	

Mrs. J. W. Wilson 
	

Erma Cannon 
St. John 
	

Mrs. G. H. Walker 
	

Edgar Colley 
St. Paul 
	

M. C. Cargyle 
	

C. J. Allen 
Tabernacle 
	

H. W. Becks 
	

Amos Johnson 
Union 
	

Willie Hunt 
	

N. R. Burruss 
Vine 	 H. J. Spigner 

	
Carol! Neely 

Woodland 
	

James Epps 
	

Lula Wilson 
The table of the New Era Baptist B.Y.P.U. Convention revea Is 

that many of the churches at this time had a senior and junior B.Y.P.0 
They are arranged in alphabetical order showing each union. T e 
churches with two unions are listed first, followed by the church es 
with one union. 

40 



SUNDAY SCHOOL AND B.T.U. CONGRESS 

Mrs. Margen Thrikles 

 

Mrs. Carolyn Ealy 

Mr. Emmanuel Lisk Mrs. Geneva Harraway 
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Mrs. Esther A. Starks Mr. Luceluits Ethern 
Supt. 

S.S. & B. T. U. Congress 

Ms. Marguerite Jones 
Dean, 

Congress of Christian Ed. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

AND 

B.T.U. CONGRESS 

Mrs. Ruth Roberson 
	

Mrs. Aileen Jones 
Pres., Congress of Christian Ed. 
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twt .ions 	 Presidents 
iendship - Senior 	G. E. Adams 

friendship - Junior 

-41Morning Star - Senior Emma Saulsberry 
Morning Star - Junior Julia Clark 

Mt. Pleasant - Senior Anna Parnell 
Mt. Pleasant - Junior Nina Hamilton 
Pleasant Green - SeniorLula White 
Pleasant Green - JuniorFrankie Marsh 
Second Baptist - Senior Raymond Marshall 

(Kansas City, Mo.) 

Southside - Senior 	Lottie Peterson 
Southside - Junior 	Ardell Ellan 
St. Paul - Senior 	S. A. Parker 
St. Paul - Junior 	Lenora Lynch 
Vine Street - Senior 	H. W. Woods 
Vine Street - Junior 	Carrole Neely 

Blue Valley 	Mrs. E. Lucas 

Central 	 Claudia Pash 

First Union 	Jess Carter 

Highland 	 H. K. Mosley 

Second Baptist 	Francis M. Bryant 
(Pleasant Hill, Mo.) 

St. James 	 Mrs. J. W. Wilson 

Woodland Avenue 	Rev. W. M. Wilson  

Secretaries 
L. B. Redmond 

Nation Madox 
Marie Daniels 

Helen Taylor 
Mildred Hamilton 
Nellie Sanderson 
Frankie Lyons 
Mae Kenney 

Ruth Mae Scott 
Hattie McGee 
Bessie Phillips 
Dorothy Lynch 
Merneda Reed 
Florence Diggs 

Francis 

Estella 

Jessie A. Carter 

Ethyle Kimble 

Leta M. Wilkerson 

W. M. Turner 

Ruth Culliver 

This most valuable piece of material was provided by Mr. William 
Brookfield who was found to have an important role in the future work 
of the convention in the years that followed. The printed pages of the 
program and minutes of the Eighteenth Annual Session of the New 
Era District Sunday School and Baptist Young People Union" ren-
dered an imperative support to much of the personal contacts by this 
writer which verifies the origin date of the New Era Missionary Bap-
tist District Association as the year nineteen hundred and seven. 

The report of this session was done almost in words verbatim for 
the purpose of portraying the changes and improvements which have 
been made during the following years. One unique improvement which 
is worthy of note reflected the increase of participation by men aside 
from ministers and pastors at the time of this writing compared with 
the few men showing activities during the time of this convention. 

43 



For several years the convention continued to function as 
separate entities meeting at the same time and place. However six 
years later a suggestion was made that the State would change 
work which was functioning in the same fashion as that of the District 
Convention. According to his Obituary "Rev. Charles Henry Bratton 
served as president of the Baptist State B.Y.P.U. Convention for ten'ho 
years, and the person was he who gave rise to the idea of a State Sun-
day School Training Union Congress by recommending it in his annual 
address during the session of 1931." Although, this was done so as to 
provide a congress which would bring the Sunday School and B.Y.P.U. 
together into one unit, no record has been found to state when this 
took place. 

As for the District Sunday School and Baptist Young People 
Union, eleven years moved into history following the recomendation 
made by Rev. Bratton to the State before any change was made. Mr. 
William Brookfield informed this writer that in Nineteen hundred and 
forty-two the District Sunday School and Baptist Young People Union 
of New Era Missionary Baptist District Association was changed from 
a convention into the Sunday School and Baptist Training Union 
(B.T.U.) Congress. 

According to minutes, Mrs. Carry Coursey served as secretary 
of "The New Era District Convention," in June 1930 it was found that 
between that year and the year of 1942, Mr. William S. Brookfield had 
become the president of the Sunday School Convention. The Reverend 
L. C. Rice was the Director of the B.Y.P.U. Convention. "However, by 
1942, Mr. Drew had again become the Director of B.Y.P.U. Before the 
end of 1942 the two conventions had been consolidated into a Sunday 
School and Baptist Training Union Congress. 

This change brought about a change in leadership for not only the 
New Era District but for the State work as well. Mr. William S. Brook-
field became the first president for the State Sunday School and Bap-
tist Training Union Congress and Mrs. Margie Thirkle became the 
president of the newly formed Sunday School and Baptist Training 
Union Congress of the New Era District Association. She endeavored 
to guide the congress on its initial voyage toward the goals now 
viewed as the proper course to be taken as the work of the District. It 
is not known how long Mrs. Thirkle led the work of the District 
Congress but it must have been a peroid of several years according to 
people who lived and worked within the District Association at that 
time. 

Mrs. Carolyn Ealy was the next to become the congress president. 
She cannot recall the exact date that she began her leadership of the 
Sunday School and Baptist Training Union Congress, however, she 
said that it was during the time when Rev. R. E. Holland was the 
moderator of the District. Her leadership continued down through the 
years under the administration of Rev. C. S. Stamps as moderator and 
into the period under Rev. William A. Sparks, as the moderator. 
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Throughout these years both Mrs. Thirkle and Mrs. Ealy had to 
work hard to make the necessary and productive Sunday School and 
Baptist Training Union Congress. Their work consisted of not only the 
initiating of new methods and procedures of District workers into ac-
cepting of changes always required much time and patience. They do 
not come overnight and moreover, getting people to accept them 
takes a much longer time. 

In the late 40's, Mr. Emmanuel Lisk, a deacon of the Friendship 
Baptist Church became the president of the District Congress. Mr. 
Lisk was a consistant, determined and gentle leader. He picked up at 
the point at which Mrs. Ealy had so courageously led the congress. 

Mr. Lisk, with his deep interest and Christian insight continued 
the expansion of the work of the congress. New courses were in-
troduced and taught which covered a wide area of Christian education. 
These filled the need of not only the special work of the Sunday School 
and Baptist Training Unions, but the courses extended into other areas 
of Christian leadership in general. 

The continuing growth of the congress made it necessary to en-
courage still more workers, especially those with the interest of 
preparing themselves to teach courses in the congress. With the 
fellowship and continued support of the two former presidents, Mr. 
Lisk was able to find such interested young people to come into the 
work and remain into this present time. According to all data that our 
investigation and research could produce, Mr. Lisk served a longer 
period than any other president of the Sunday School and Baptist 
Training Union Congress, as a congress. His presidency began during 
the closing period moderator William A. Sparks and extended over the 
period of three other moderators, into the beginning of the fifth 
moderator, Rev. Rubin Fields. Mr. Lisk ended his service in July, 
1959, by declining to accept re-nomination to continue to serve as 
president. 

In July 1959, another fine spirit filled, energetic and efficient 
young woman came forward to lead the congress. Mrs. Ester Starks, a 
member of the Paseo Baptist Church served as Dean of the congress 
with Mr. Lisk during the closing years of his presidency. The 
Congress now was in full swing in the art of teaching and training 
Christian workers within the courses. Mrs. Stark strove hard and 
made every effort to keep the congress moving forward without the 
loss of any ground and kept a watchful eye for the installing of new 
areas into the work. 

Mrs. Starks beginning year as president furnished some unique 
marking years to be counted into the life of the association. These are 
pragmatical facts which fits into the time structure of the association. 
We have seen the records of the eighteen years of the Sunday School 
and the Baptist Young Union of the District Association which had 
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been dated to the year of 1925. There were seventeen years of lost 
records bringing the work to 1942. Now, Mrs. Starks' first year 
brought the work to its eighteenth year as a congress in 1960. When 
these years are put together plus the following years one might see 
how we came to the correct age of The New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association. This supports our claim made in chapters one 
and two of the historic production. 

At this point it's important to show the condensation of an 
overgrown official staff under the Sunday School and B.Y.P.U. Con-
ventions to that of the more compact and affective working official 
staff. Under the former, much duplication in the work took place. 
Each officer had the problem of differentiating between his or her 
duties to those of another officer. This often provoked frustration, 
confusion and even boredom. The placing of these duties under a com-
pact but strong staff eliminated many of these problems. 

Mrs. Starks inherited a simple but a profound staff as results of 
the accomplishments of her three predecessors. It is important to note 
the staff which she received from them. The following is the staff of 
the congress as it came into the 1958-59 Annual Session: 

Mr. Emanuel Lisk 	 President 
Mrs. Olivia Myatt 	 1st Vice President 
Mr. Thurby Braggs 	 2nd Vice President 
Mrs. Julia Pullum 	 Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Willia Mae Lucas 	 Recording Secretary 
Rev. Earl Abel 	 Treasurer 
Mrs. Esther Starks 	 Dean 
Mrs. Lora Frazier 	 Director of Music 
Mrs. Mary Long 	 Pianist 

The staff which was elected for the 1959-60 session marked the 
eighteenth year of the Congress. This staff was Concise and compac-
tfully arranged. This arrangement reduced the staff by two thirds the 
size of those in the Conventions. This staff is noted here: 

Mrs. Ester Starks 	 President 
Mrs. Olivia Myatt 	 1st Vice President 
Mr. Luceluits Ethern 	 2nd Vice-President 
Mrs. Geneve Haraway 	 Dean 
Mrs. Julia Pullum 	 Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Ruth Sanders 	 Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Katie Steward 	Assistant Recording Secretary 
Mr. Fate White 	 Treasurer 
Mrs. Lora Frazier 	 Director of Music 
Mrs. Rosemary E. Hunt 	Director of Youth Activities 

At the end of Mrs. Starks' presidency in July 1963, another fine 
inspired and consecrated Christian person was elected president of the 
congress. Mr. Luceluits Ethern, a member of Friendship Baptist 

46 



Church, came forward with profound knowledge and deep passion for 
progress and kept the congress moving successfully. Among Mr. 
Ethern's greatest interests was that of saving our youth, encouraging 
them into full committments to God, the work of the congress, and the 
development of their talents. 

Mr Ethern seized the opportunity of further accentuating the im-
portance of the youth department by fully supporting the department 
leader each year in building, inspiring, wholesome, and educational 
programs for the young people. His leadership reflected equal interest 
with the programs for the adults. He set goals which emitted urges to 
challenge. 

For seven years, he led the congress in the spirit of the above 
described manner. In June of 1970, Mr. Ethern declined the office of 
president of the congress with a desire that some other person would 
come forth to share his or her talent of leadership with the work. One 
can see the interest and fine spirit he put into the work during his stay 
of seven years by reading the quote. These words were used in one of 
his Annual Messages which he delivered during the presidency of the 
congress. 

"Today is ours, let's live it and love is strong, let's give it, 
a song can help., let's sing it, and peace is dear, let's bring it. 

Our work is here let's do it, the battle is on Let's fight it, 
the road is rough let's clear it, the future's vast, don't fear it. 

Is faith asleep, let's wake it. Today is ours, let's take it." 

The congress made choice of Mrs. Ruth F. Roberson to become the 
president. Mrs. Roberson, a fine practical, efficient and consistent 
young lady was well prepared to head the congress as its president. 
She also was a member of the Friendship Baptist Church. Aside from 
being a good christian worker in her church, she had served as the 
Dean of the District Congress for several years with Mr. Ethern as 
president. Mrs. Roberson proved equal to the trust which the mem-
bers of the staff and workers of the congress had placed in her as their 
leader during the short period of which she was able to serve. 
However, her presidency was cut short when death invaded her home 
claiming the life of her husband which forced her to yield the office of 
president of the congress. 

The service of Rev. Charlie C. Wheeler was sought to succeed 
Mrs. Roberson. Rev. Wheeler was the pastor of the Westminister 
Baptist Church. His having served within the official staff with Mrs. 
Roberson gave him adequate knowledge and experience to serve the 
congress as the president. According to reports, some from relatives 
and friends, perhaps his duration as president reflected his spirit of 
serving only until the messengers and congress workers could find a 
person as president who could serve for a long duration. Rev. 
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Wheeler's presidency was the shortest of anyone's who had served in 
the office of the presidency. However, he expressed deep interest and 
concern for the progress of the congress. He led the congress with 
profound vigor and a burning passion. 

In June of 1973, when Rev. Wheeler asked that his name would 
not be placed again in consideration for re-election as the president, 
Mrs. Aileen Jones was elected for the office. She is serving at the 
date of this writing. Mrs. Jones is one of Morning Star Baptist Chur-
ch's strongest members. She is a very consistent, efficient, and 
unassuming person with love and a deep interest for the work of the 
congress. 

For the first five years of her presidency she continued the 
leadership of the congress under its name as the Sunday School and 
Baptist Training Union Congress. But in 1977, the title was changed to 
the present indentification as "The Congress of Christian Education." 
This is in keeping with both the National and State Congresses. The 
change moved the old cliche that the congress was only to teach and/or 
train Sunday School and Baptist Training Union workers. It is viewed 
today as the Department of the District Association charged with the 
responsibilities of teaching and training all district workers. 

Although, much of this area of teaching and training has been 
covered for several years in the congress, Mrs. Jones has led the 
congress in the expanding of its work to comply with the purpose of 
the Association. She has led the congress workers in building the 
program of the congress in every ph ase of christian work reflected by 
the local church. 

Listening to Mrs. Jones as she delivered her annual address in 
June 1980 at Morning Star Baptist Church where the annual session of 
the congress was held, one could easily see a theme which has reflected 
her interest throughout the years of her leadership. This theme which 
has reflected her interest throughout the years of her leadership. This 
theme seemed to have expressed itself in words as facing, meeting and 
victoriously winning our challenges together through Jesus Christ. 
Although these words in paraphrase do not express her various theme 
verbatim, they express her attitude, interest, and determination as 
she continued to lead the Congress of Christian Education of The New 
Era Missionary Baptist District Association. 

It is important to note the format showing the staff of officers. 
The following are the officers of The New Era District Congress of 
Christian Education. 

President 	 Mrs. Aileen Jones 
Vice-President 	 Mr. Howard Newton 
Recording Secretary 	Miss Dorothy Beachamp 
Assistant Rec. Secretary 	Mrs. Cleophas White 
Corresponding Secretary 	Mrs. Alma Johnson 
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Treasurer 	 Mr. Henry Shannon 
Dean 	 Miss Marguerite Jones 
Assistant Dean 	 Mr. James Irving 
Assistant Dean 	 Mr. Curtis Hammond 
Youth Director 	 Mrs. Cora Wilson 
Assistant Director 	 Mrs. Olivia Ragland 

Mrs. Norma Ruffin 
Music Director 	 Mrs. Viola G. Howard 
Pianist 	 Mrs. Wilma Herbert 

Thus, one might travel the path of the work of the Sunday School 
and Baptist Training Union extending from its beginning in 1907 
through the succeeding years to the month of June 1980. He may also 
observe the reflections as from the mirror of time expressing the hope 
for years yet to come. 

Appendix to the Congress of Christian Education 

Acknowledgement is given to Mrs. Geneve Haraway. The 
omission of her name as a past President of the Congress was not 
because she and her services were forgotten or ignored. But rather 
that there was no basic evidence found by this investigator to warrant 
his positive expressions in writing to reflect her contributions through 
the Congress of Christian Education above that of serving as a Dean. 

An earnest search has been made for printed materials, especially 
such as old programs and bulletins of the Association, which gave sup-
port to the verbal expressions of a few persons indicating that she ser-
ved the Congress as one of its Presidents. Even though, this writer 
could not be positive in his expressions pro or con on her having held 
the office as a President, he was obligated here to acknowledge her as 
one of the great spirits and workers of the Congress. 

One fact that anyone can be assured of is that if she were a 
President at any given time, she was well prepared and an efficient 
leader. This is based on her work as a Dean of the Congress during the 
Presidency of Mrs. Easter Starks. As one who taught courses under 
her leadership, this writer knew that her training, knowledge, 
devotion and consecration to Christian work rendered her all the love, 
respect, and acknowledgement anyone could give her. She was a 
member of the Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church. Let those 
who knew her and perhaps worked with her, whether as President or 
Dean, read this acknowledgement and give her the rightful place and 
time in the work of the Congress of Christian Education that she 
deserves. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE USHERS CONFERENCE 

The Ushers Conference was one of three district departments 
which were organized and put into operation during the ad-
ministration of moderator C. S. Scott, Sr., as has been seen in chapter 
one. The three were: The Ushers Conference, the Brotherhood, now 
known as the Laymans, and the Singers Conference. 

During the Annual Session of the Associational year of 1957. 
committees were appointed by moderator Scott to recommend such 
names of persons who might be approved by the association to lead the 
Ushers Conference. On May 1.1958, the moderator called a meeting of 
the board members to hear the report and give direction for the work. 
The meeting was held at the Friendship Baptist Church, Truman Road 
and Troost Avenue of which Rev. Isaiah H. Henderson, Jr., was pastor. 
A spirit filled devotion was conducted, led by sister Bertha Hammond 
who sang, "Lead Me 0 Thou Great Jehovah." This was followed by the 
reading of the Scripture, First Corinthians, Thirteenth Chapter and 
the first through the eighth verses. The song. "I'll Go" was sung. At 
this point, sister Bessie Tivis made brief opening remarks. She told 
the Board about the committee's work and enthusiasm of those who 
had been chosen to serve. She also explained the desire of the group 
to add the services of nurses which gave a working name of the depar-
tment as that of the Ushers and Health Conference. 

Mrs. Tivis then presented the moderator, Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr. He 
Commended the committee for their fine service rendered. He then 
urged them to continue and complete the full staff. The officers which 
they had been able to provide at this point, Mr. Lawrence A. Jones as 
President and Mrs. Bessie Tivis for Vice President with a slate of 
other names to be used in filling the other officers for the Conference. 
On the list were the names of: Mrs. Rachel Mack, Mrs. Maxine Campt, 
Mrs. Ava Minor, Mrs. Edith Wilkerson, and Mrs. Alice McGilbra. 

The moderator gave directions to the group for setting up by-laws 
that would be in harmony with the Constitution of the association. 
Emphasis on services rather than financial efforts above the needs of 
the Conference were made to the group. Rev. A.M. Hudson, Sr., the 
Executive Secretary of the association stressed the importance of the 
committee in completing the slate between the month of May and the 
third Quarterly Board Meeting to be held in April at the St. Paul Bap 
tist Church of which Rev. Claude H. High was pastor. Board members 
and pastors present at this meeting aside from moderator Scott and 
Secretary Hudson were: Rev. C. G. Wilson, Corresponding Secretary, 
Rev. McKinley Dukes, Rev. Fred D. Robinson, and Rev. Robert Mack. 
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During the third board meeting in April, 1958, at the St. Paul Bap-
tist Church the slate had been completed and was presented to the 
Board for consideration. The report was received and recommended 
for the adoption during the coming Annual Session which would be 
held in July at the Morning Star Baptist Church. The receiving of the 
report and the recommendation for its adoption were tantamount to an 
approval or its adoption. This was especially true because most of the 
officers and board members of the association were in support of the 
Conference. However, there were some senior pastors who were 
against the organizing of the Conference. 

According to some written records and data secured from in-
dividual interviews, the first slate of officers contained the names of 
the following persons. 

The first full slate of officers were: 

President 	 Mr. Lawrence A. Jones 
1st Vice President 	 Mrs. Bessie Tivis 
2nd Vice President 	 Mr. Henry Alexander 
Recording Secretary 	 Mrs. Lula Mae Wheeler 
Asst. Recording Secretary 	Mrs. Mary Gordon 
Corresponding Secretary 	 Mrs. Anna Shield 
Treasurer 	 Mr. Thomas Minor 

With this group of officers, the Ushers and Health Conference 
moved into full service and has proven itself in filling a profound role 
in the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association. Many out-
standing programs have been rendered and money raised and given in 
support of the general work of the association. The leaders of the Con-
ference have conducted educational sessions at various times reflec-
ting the full significance of their work. The important service which 
the Health Unit of the Conference has done from time to time has been 
illustrated and demonstrated in understanding and picturesque man-
ners. 

The Conference has had five presidents during its life time. The 
first president, Mr. Lawrence A. Jones, a member of the Paseo Baptist 
Church was a businessman. His business required so much of his time 
that he felt that he had become unable to devote enough time to work 
as its president. The record shows that his service ended a short time 
before the Annual Session of the Association in 1959. He was suc-
ceeded by Mrs. Bessie Tivis who had served as the first Vice 
President. Mrs. Tivis had worked hard to help get the Ushers and 
Health Unit going. She led the Conference for ten years. She became 
president in 1959 and she served until 1969. Under her leadership the 
Usher's Conference got off to a definiteand productive course. She had 
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Mrs. Rachel D. Mack 

USHERS CONFERENCE 

Mr. Lawrence A. Jones, Sr. Mrs. BessieTivis 

Mrs. Isabel Owens 
	 Mrs. Sadie L. Benton 
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the ability to draw and hold people to work as Ushers and health aids. 
She was loved and highly respected by the pastors and workers of the 
district association. She was the senior person among all the leaders of 
the District Association Departments, including the parent body. Mrs. 
Tivis decided to give up the office because of her age and not because 
that she wasn't able to continue as president. 

A fine young woman succeeded Mrs. Tivis as president. Mrs. 
Alma Hill was elected in the annual session of 1969. She served until 
the annual session of 1971. Although Mrs. Hill was highly interested in 
the work and eager to lead the Conference, she had to yield the office 
as president because of illness. Besides the illness in her family, Mrs. 
Hill experienced serious illness. Mrs. Hill successfully led the depar-
tment during the short time she served as president. 

In the Annual Session of 1971 another fine person was elected to 
the presidency of the Ushers' Conference. Mrs. Isabell Owens became 
the president and led the Ushers until the Annual Session of 1976. She 
led the Ushers enthusiastically and successfully fort five years. The 
work under her leadership continued to flourish. Mrs. Owens led in the 
sponsoring of programs designed in portraying the work and impor-
tant roll the Ushers and Health Unit filled in the District Association. 

The fifth president was elected in October of 1976. Mrs. Rachel D. 
Mack, the president of the Ushers and Health Unit Conference, has led 
the Conference in a very profitable way. She is still doing this at the 
writing of this history. She has enlarged the activities started by her 
predecessors and initiated new interest in the work of the Conference. 
Mrs. Mack is one of the founding members of the Ushers and Health 
Conference. She played a leading role in the formation of plans that 
resulted in the building materials for the Ushers and Health Conferen-
ce. She has also served in several other capacities of the Ushers 
Department. It has been by such leaders as Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Owens, 
Mrs. Tivis along with other loyal leaders that have kept the Conferen-
ce moving in the true service and unique position it holds today, in the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association. It is at the time of 
this writing that Mrs. Rachel Mack is leading the Ushers and Health 
Department into a still promising future. 

Officers of the Usher Conference: 

President 	 Mrs. Rachel D. Mack 
Vice President 	 Mrs. Ida Patton 
Recording Secretary 	 Mrs. Thelma Walker 
Financial Secretary 	 Mrs. Saddie Benton 
Treasurer 	 Mrs. Ava Minor 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE BROTHERHOOD CONFERENCE -- LAYMEN 

The Brotherhood Conference, now known as the District Laymen, 
was one of three departments which had its origin under the leader-
ship of Moderator C. S. Scott, Sr. It is documented from page 14 of his 
address in the 1958 minutes of the New Era Missionary Baptist 
District Association. 

The Conference was initiated simultaneously with that of the 
Ushers and Singing Units. A committee was set-up, appointed, by 
Moderator Scott, at the same time those which were appointed to work 
in the formation of the two other conferences, to work-up plans and 
make recommendations for the Brotherhood. This was given in Chap-
ter One along with the report of the Ushers and Singing Units. A 
report on the work of the committee was received by the board mem-
bers of the parent body during the third Quarterly Board Meeting in 
April of 1958, at St. Paul Baptist Church. Along with the reports of the 
two other Departments, the report of the Brotherhood Conference was 
received to be adopted later in the Annual Meeting. 

The Association held its Annual Session in July, 1958, at Morning 
Star Baptist Church of which Rev. A. B. Simmons was pastor. The 
Brotherhood was made a part of the work of the Association, adopted 
during this Annual Session as a Department. At this time all of its of-
ficers were elected and installed for the preceeding year. Mr. L. W. 
Johnson was elected president, Mr. M. Hammond, Vice-President, Mr. 
Charles Owens, Secretary, Mr. CharleS Wagner, Assistant Secretary, 
and Mr. Carl Smith, Treasurer. From this time the Brotherhood has 
moved on within a spirit of enthusiasm setting forth worthy goals and 
endeavoring to achieve them. 

In July of 1962, Mr. L. W. Johnson was made President Emeritus. 
Mr. Johnson was a member of the Paseo Baptist Church which was 
pastored by Dr. Daniel A. Holmes. Mr. Edward T. Diamond, a member 
of the Morning Star Baptist Church, pastored by Rev. A. B. Simmons 
was elected President. Mr. Henry Allen, became First Vice President, 
Mr. N. L. Simington served as the Second Vice President; and the 
other officers were Mr. Eddie Davis, Secretary, and Mr. Murphy 
Hammons, serving as Treasurer (According to the Kansas City Call -
Paper August 3,1962). 

During this period, the name of the Brotherhood was changed to 
that of the Laymen Department. Many fine endeavors were initiated 
under the leadership of these brethren. They started an early morning 
service which was held one Sunday each month. They raised money 
for special interests such as the Western Baptist Seminary, now 
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Known as Western Baptist Bible College. Associated with the early 
morning services for which the leaders invited one of the pastors of the 
District Association to preach a sermon, they served a breakfast and 
ate together. These meals were sponsored by the Laymen and served 
in the church where the service was held. These services were moved 
each month from church to church to give a wide influence of the 
Laymen's work throughout the District Association. The results 
above that of supplementing the Association in its financial programs, 
the Laymen Department perfected a stream of fellowship which 
flowed throughout the District. 

The Laymen Department Sponsored a scholarship program to 
assist worthy students to go to a Christian School. Another special 
project that has recently been made a part of the work of the Laymen 
Department was the support of the District Association's Camp. In 
May of each year, the Laymen sponsor an award dinner at which time 
they supported both the "Scholarship Funds" and the Summer Camp 
program. These and many other programs comprise the mission of the 
Laymen's Department. 

There was only a small amount of written material which fur-
nished information on the work of the Laymen's Department. Accor-
ding to reports the names of the following bretheren are for those who 
served as presidents. They were: 

1. Mr. L.W. Johnson, a member of the Paseo Baptist Church. 

2. Mr. Edward T. Diamond, a member of the Morning Star Baptist 
Church. 

3. Mr. N. L. Simington, who later became a preacher and is at the 
time of this writing pastoring in Central Missouri. He was a 
member of Morning Star Baptist Church when he served as 
president. 

4. Mr.Morris Ashley, a member of Friendship Baptist Church, 
pastored by Dr. Isaiah H. Henderson, Jr. 

5. Mr. Hosea Gunnels, the church in which he held membership 
was the Greater Progressive Baptist Church, pastored by Rev. 
Andrew M. Hudson. 

6. Mr. Murrial Patton, a member of the Spruce St. Matthew Bap-
tist Church pastored by Rev. W. D. Brown. 

7. Mr. Lewis Parker, a member of the Memorial Baptist Church, 
pastored by Rev. T. B. Baker. Mr. Parker is serving the 
presidency of the department at the writing of this history. 

Research on the work of the Laymen's Department resulted in 
finding only a few dates relative to the service rendered by most of the 

presidents. However, each president played a unique role in leader- 
ship as has already been pointed out. The acknowledgement which 
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was given in this topic, previous to the listing of the presidents accoun-
ted for some of their worthy endeavors. Before closing these ex-
pressions on the record of the Laymen's Department, the name of one 
other person should be included here. The person is Mr. Hubert Beck, 
member of the Friendship Baptist Church. Mr. Beck served as 
secretary of the Laymen's Department under several presidents 
whose names are listed in this chapter. The Department's work was 
greatly supported by him. He is still serving at the time of this 
writing. The Laymen's Department has proven to be a strong link in 

the Associational chain. 

President Parker has led the Laymen progressively forward into 
the present with aggressive concepts for meeting all future challenges 
which the laymen's Department faces. 

President 	 Mr. Lewis Parker 

Vice President 	 Mr. Thomas Taylor 

Recording Secretary 	 Mr. Hubert Beck 

Treasurer 	 Mr. Morris Ashley 

Mr. Morris Ashley 

Mr. Hubert Beck 

Mr. Lewis Parker 

Mr. Thomas Taylor 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE NEW ERA DISTRICT CHOIR 

The New Era District Choir had its initial setting in the year of 
1958. It is one of the three departments which came into the District 
under the leadership of moderator Scott as stated in the above two 
chapters. The history of its origin is being written here as it was 
reported in the Moderator's Annual Message on July 18, 1958. These 
are recorded in the document containing the "Revised Constitution 
and By-Laws of the New Era Missionary Baptist Association of 
Missouri", "Financial Report", and the "Annual Address of Former 
Moderator C. S. Scott." An account on the proper indentification of 
this documentary material has been given in chapter one. The account 
of these three departments can be seen on page 14, paragraph 6, under 
the booklet titled "Minutes of the Associational Year 1957-1958." 

Like that of the Ushers and Health Conference, and the 
Brotherhood Department, a committee was appointed by the 
moderator to formulate plans and make suggestions for organizing 
"The Singers Conference." As stated previously in chapter two, 
because of the conservative concepts on the part of some senior 
pastors, the committee was filled with an inferiority complex so that 
only part of slate was reported. Despite this act of intimidation upon 
the Planning Committee, three names were submitted for the "Singing 
Conference." They were names of persons to fill the office of 
president, choirmaster (director) and secretary. These were received 
during the Third Quarterly Board Meeting at the St. Paul Baptist 
Church, in April, 1958. Although, the Planning Committe was urged to 
complete the full slate and present the names during the Annual 
Session of the Association to be adopted, along with the names of the 
persons which had been presented during the Third Board Meeting, no 
additional names were presented for completing the slate. Thus, the 
Singing Conference had only three officers to begin its work. 

To head the conference, Mrs. Lora Frazier was elected to be the 
Pianist and Director of Music for the Association including the respon-
sibilities to serve all the departments. Here again, because of the con-
servative concept held by some senior pastors, the process would be to 
invite the various choirs from churches in the District to combine in 
singing under the leadership of Mrs. Frazier were Mrs. Ruby Ran-
dolph, assistant director of music and Mrs. Alerta Jackson, district 
chorister. These three persons worked hard to perfect a musical 
program that met the requirements with the District geared to the 
conservative influence overshadowing district leaders at the time. 
Evidences of their work together is seen in the two years following the 
adoption of the limited slate for the Singing Conference. This evidence 
appears in the program for the Second Quarterly Board Meeting of the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association which met with St. 
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Paul Baptist Church at 18th and Highland, on January 16 through 19, 
1962. Rev. Claude High was pastor and Rev. Rubin Fields, Sr., was the 
moderator. 

Mrs. Lola Frazier was succeeded by Mrs. Mary Long in 1963. She 
took up the work and labored hard just as Mrs. Frazier and her 
associates in the department had done before her. Many interesting 
and spirit filled singing programs were witnessed and enjoyed during 
the leadership of both Mrs. Frazier and Mrs. Long. However, these 
programs were conducted only if and when the music directors could 
encourage the pastors to interest the choirs of their churches to par-
ticipate in the District singing programs. Nevertheless, the door had 
been opened for the establishment of a good singing unit of the 
Association. 

Although the musical services had not fully reached the desired 
goal which had been envisioned by the moderator Scott and some of 
the district leaders with him during and before the initial setting of the 
Musical Unit, it had, however, ignited a musical fire which would set 
the entire District Association ablaze, because it was indeed the first 
organized singing conference of the district. 

In 1964, Mrs. Margaret B. Sparks was elected Music Director of 
the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association Singing Con-
ference. The Reverend Andrew Monroe Hudson was the Moderator of 
the Association. Rev. Hudson encouraged Mrs. Sparks to interest a 
group of choirs to join her in rendering a special musical program. 
This was perhaps the most outstanding and history making up to that 
time. Because of the magnitude of its influence upon the community, 
the program was held in the Scottish Rite Temple, under the direction 
of Mrs. Sparks. The program was a great success, 
the financial proceeds, above the expenses, were turned over to the 
Association. The moderator, Rev. Hudson was working very con-
sistently to develop a District Camp especially for young people. The 
financial support from the musical program resulted in his initial suc-
cess. 

The tenure of Mrs. Sparks' service is thought to have been no 
longer than six to eight months. She experienced failing health and 
thereby withdrew from most of her activities. This proved to be the 
last public musical accomplished by Mrs. Margaret B. Sparks. 

Mrs. Anne E. Moore of St. Louis, Missouri was invited to render a 
musical program for the District Association by the moderator in the 
summer of 1966. Moderator Hudson gave an account of this program 
as having been held at the Metropolitan Baptist Church, 3100 East 31st 
Street. Like the former program, the rendition of it was a success with 
the proceeds going to the work of promoting the District Camp Project .  

Following this achievement there was a brief period of inactivity in 
the musical work of the Association. Again according to the report 
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given by moderator Hudson, another person was found to lead the con-
ference. Some time in the late 60's Mr. Louis Parker was elected to 
lead the Music Department. This was later attested by Mr. Parker. 
However Mr. Parker's service in this position was very short. Mr. 
Parker was deeply interested and full of enthusiasm, but being 
pressed with other responsibilities it became necessary for him to 
discontinue his service near the close of the 60's. Whatever time left 
between the close of Mr. Parker's service and the early 70's, the music 
department had a lapse in activities. During the meetings held by the 
Association, various persons throughout the churches in the District 
Association played the piano and led in the singing. Nevertheless the 
singing spirit in the district was kept alive. 

In the early 70's, Rev. Claude H. High, the Pastor of St. Paul Bap-
tist Church became the Moderator of the District Association. Rev. 
High brought with him fresh interest and new ideas for the work of the 
Music Department. Moderator High was able to discover Mrs. Viola G. 
Howard, a fine young woman with a unique vision and passion for 
music. Mrs. Howard, with a talent for singing and being fully devoted, 
consecrated and prepared in the directing of music, joined with 
Moderator High to reorganize the District Singing Department. In Oc-
tober of 1970, they met together with a group of other interested 
young and middle aged people to finalize their plans in the interest of a 
District Choir. The meeting was held at the St. Paul Baptist Church, 
3238 Paseo. Here these fine people reorganized and placed into the 
service of the District Associational work the singing choir. It should 
be stated here, however, that this was simply the fulfilling of the 
desires and interest of two former moderators, Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr., 
and Rev. Andrew M. Hudson, Sr. Both of them in their endeavors 
proceeded in that direction of perfecting an impressive singing depar-
tment. Now, the time had really come and these young people saw and 
seized the opportunity and used it well. 

Another profound significance is pictured here which, to many, 
might reflect the divine will of God in the procedures. One can observe 
from previous chapters of this text that the initial setting of the 
establishment of the "Singer's Conference" along with two other 
departments took place at St. Paul Baptist Church in May of 1958. The 
church was located at 1812 Highland Avenue. The perfection of the 
later endeavor took place at the St. Paul Baptist Church, now located 
at 3238 Paseo Boulevard. Rev. Claude H. High was pastor of the church 
at the Highland address and remains pastor at the Paseo address. 

The officers of the New Singing Department of the Association 
were: 

Viola G. Howard 	 President 
(served in this capacity for six years/ 

Sherman Johnson 	 First Vice President 
Christine Cooper 	 Second Vice President 
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Mrs. Viola G. Howard 

NEW ERA DISTRICT CHOIR 

Mr. Booker T. Campbell 

Mr. Theodore Polk 
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Hattie Lewis 	 Recording Secretary 
J. T. Turner 	 Treasurer 
Rev. David Rogers 	 Director 

(Viola G. Howard, Assistant Director) 
Booker T. Campbell 	 Chaplain 

They set objectives and expressed them in the form of a goal. The 
purpose was stated as quoted in the following two sentences. 

a. "Help bind the Christian fellowship between the District 
churches by coming together once a month for fellowship in 
song. 

b. To help encourage, enhance, elevate and promote good church 
music with emphasis on good worship music." 

The choir holds high its aim in the interest of giving aid to the 
financial, educational, and spiritual growth of the District Association. 
The choir presents special programs aside from the service it renders 
in the regular worship in the various meetings of the Association. In 
June of 1973, under the direction of Mrs. Howard, assisted by Mr. Carl 
Ford, the choir pr esented its first church program. It was held at the 
Friendship Baptist Church where the Reverend Isaiah H. Henderson, 
Jr., is pastor. 

Great recognition has been gained by the choir because of its ren-
dition of an annual vesper hour ar various churches each year. The fir-
st such Vesper Hour was held at the Pleasant Green Baptist Church, 
where the Reverend Gerald Schiele is pastor. In the year of 1979, the 
Vesper Hour was held at the Paseo Baptist Church of which the 
Reverend Charles Briscoe is the pastor. The choir continued to be 
directed by Mrs. Howard. After six years as president she was suc-
ceeded by Mr. Booker T. Campbell. The choir still grows and each an-
nual Vesper Hour becomes more attractive and enjoyable. the 1980 
Vesper Hour service was held at the Memorial Baptist Church 
pastored by the Reverend T. B. Baker. 

The choir has made appearances with full programs on the Sun-
day morning television program known as "Your Church and Mine." 
Aside from the outstanding service of the first program on "Your 
Church and Mine," the choir presented the most striking and spirit 
filled rendition in their title, namely "Give Me Jesus." For this, a tape 
of the program was made at the Fellowship Baptist Church whose 
pastor is the Reverend Willard Warren. Under the leadership of Mrs. 
Helen Hollins, a member of the singing group, the choir chartered a 
bus and motored to Columbia, Missouri on October 9, 1978. Here the 
choir took a leading role in the Pre-Convention Musical of the 
Missionary Baptist State Convention which was held at the Memorial 
Baptist Church. The choir has joined, at least on one occasion with the 
Midwest District Association's choir and rendered a very touching and 
enjoyable musical program on guest night; when the State Convention 
was held with the Morning Star Baptist Church in Kansas City, 
Missouri, the Reverend Henry C. Eason, pastor in 1975. 
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One last unique significance can be seen in the fellowship and 
social life of the members of the choir. All of the social activities are 
conducted under a christian influence and good moral atmostphere. 
This does not only reflect the good record of the choir, but gives 
credence to the leadership of the Association and the member chur-
ches and their pastors. The first fellowship activity was a dinner held 
at Mooney's Cafe, on February 4, 1974, under the leadership of three 
ladies of the choir. They were Mrs. Marceline Watson, Mrs. Louise 
Williams, and Mrs. Geraldine Rogers. Behind the total activities of the 
District Choir and working closely with Moderator High was his Vice 
Moderator, the Reverend Henry T. Lewis. He is also the pastor of the 
Second Baptist Church of Independence, Missouri. His position is that 
of an advisor or counselor to the members of the choir. 

As it has been seen the real beginning and nucleus for a district 
choir had its formation back in the year of 1958. From this tiny gleam 
of light freshly illuminated from five churches has become the 
brightest star into a galaxy of fourteen church participants to the 
present status of the district choir. 

It seems in order to list those churches and their pastors here. 
These are: (First Five) 

Friendship 	 Rev. I. H. Henderson, Jr., Pastor 
Morning Star 	 Rev. Hubert C. Eason, Pastor 
Pilgrims Rest 	 Fred D. Roberson, Pastor 
Pleasant Green 	  Rev. Gerald Schiele, Pastor 
St. Paul 	 Rev. Claude H. High, Pastor 

According to the records the following are the churches and 
pastors participating at the Fourth Annual Vesper Hour program in 
January, 1979. 

Canaan 	 Rev. Robert P. Poe 
Corinthian 	  Rev. Albert Baker 
Fellowship 	Rev. Williard Warren 
Friendship 
	

Rev. I. H. Henderson, Jr. 
Memorial 	  Rev. T. B. Baker 
Paseo 	  Rev. Charles J. Briscoe 
Pilgram Rest 

	
Rev. W. J. Townsend 

Pleasant Green 
	

Rev. Gerald Schiele 
St. Paul 

	
Rev. Claude H. High 

Second Baptist, Independence 
	

Rev. Henry T. Lewis 
True Vine 

	
Rev. Elbert Hyche 

United 
	

Rev. James A. Davis 
Westminister 

	
Rev. Russell Teague 

This writing of the history of the Singing Conference now known 
as, "The New Era District Choir" ends with a quote from the book of 
Psalm 98:5-6 used by Moderator, Claude H. High. 
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"Sing Unto The Lord With The Harp; 
With The Harp And The Voice Of A Psalm. 

With Trumpets And Sound of Cornet 
Make A Joyful Noise Before The King." 

The New Era District Choir: 

President 	 Mr. Tom Campbell 
Director 	 Mrs. Viola G. Howard 
First Vice President 	 Mrs. Rosetta Wyatt 
Second Vice President 	 Mrs. Joyce Webb 
Recording Secretary 	 Mrs. Shirley Holt 
Corresponding Secretary 	Ms. Pearlie Grubbs 
Treasurer 	 Mr. Theodore Polk 
Chaplain 	 Mrs. Lillie Tooke 
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Dr. D. A. Holmes Rev. A. B. Simmons 
Dr. Charles J. Briscoe 

CHAPTER IX 
SOME PRESENT AND PAST PASTORS 

Rev. Henry T. Lewis Rev. Taylor B. Baker Rev. McKinley Dukes 

Rev. Elbert T. Hyche 	Rev. F. W. Johnson 	Rev. Gerald Schiele 
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Rev. I. B. Rentie 

LAYMEN 

Mr. Hosea Gunnels 

Dr. William S. Brookfield 

Mr. Edward T. Diamond 
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CHURCHES AND PASTORS OF THREE IMPORTANT PERIODS 

Time and space cannot be provided for listing each church and 
pastor for every year over the period covering the life of the 
association. It would also be very difficult if not impossible to identify 
all the churches that once held membership in the association, not to 
mention the useless effort of searching out all the names of pastors 
who have come and gone from the various churches throughout the 
years of the association. 

It seems important, however, that at least three periods which 
designate and described significant stages of work in the development 
and maintenance of the association should be identified by listing the 
churches and pastors. They are the churches and pastors of the inter-
mediate pioneer years; the churches and pastors of the first fifty years, 
of the Golden Age period, and the churches and pastors of the present 
time participating in the carrying of the association on its way in 
meeting the challenges of Christian Education and Missions. 

The Churches and Pastors of the Intermediate Pioneer Years 
were: 

Churches 
	

Pastors 

Blue Valley 
Central Baptist  
Friendship 
Highland 
Jackson County  
Morning Star 	  
Mt. Pleasant 	  
Pilgrims Rest 	  
Pleasant Green 	  
Second Baptist (Harrisonville, Missouri) 
Second Baptist (Independence, Missouri). Rev. Richard Harris 
Second Baptist (Kansas City, Missouri) 	Rev. S. W. Bacote 
Second Baptist (Pleasant Hill, Missouri) 	Rev. F. P. Jones 
South Side 	 Rev. L. C. Rice 
St. James 	 Rev. J. W. Wilson 
St. John 	 Rev. G. W. Walker 
St. Paul 	 Rev. B. F. Laten 
Tabernacle 	 Rev. J. C. Patton 
Union Baptist 	 Rev. C. C. Calloway 
Vine Street 	 Rev. D. A. Holmes 
Woodland 	 Rev. J. C. Culliver 
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	 Rev. G. L. Fisher 
Rev. G. E. Arrnet 

	 Rev. S. C. Doyle 
	 Rev. W. W. Harton 

No Pastor 
Rev. G. H. Daniels 

Rev. W. H. Webb 
Rev. J. C. China 

Rev. J. M. Booker 



The above named churches and pastors were listed as those which 
participated in the New Era Baptist Association during the Eighteen-
th Annual Session of the "District Sunday School and Baptist Young 
People Union Convention," which was held at the St. Paul Baptist 
Church, June 15th thru 19th, 1925. It is possible that a few churches 
and pastors might have been left out by reason of not represented 
during that session. However, an earnest search has been made to 
secure the names of such churches and pastors. 

Several churches and pastors appear in the next listing, a period 
of the next twenty years following the given list above. This list 
named the churches and pastors which were participating in the New 
Era Missionary Baptist District Association when the association 
celebrated it fiftieth year, or its Golden Anniversary. This Meeting 
was held at the Friendship Baptist Church in November 1957. This list 
is as follows: 

Churches 	 Pastors 

Bethesda 
Bethney 
Brooklyn Avenue 
Canaan 
Corinthian  
East Side Missionary 
Emmanual 	 
Fellowship 	 
Friendship 	 
Greater Progressive 	 
Greenwood 	 
Highland 	  
Memorial 	 
Morning Star 	 
New Hope 	 
North Highland 	 
Olive Street 	 
Mt. Pleasant 	 
Palestine (Independence, Missouri) 
Palestine (Kansas City, Missouri) 
Paradise 	  
Paseo (Formerly Vine Street) 	 
Pilgrams Rest 	  
Pleasant Green 	  
Rock Of Ages 	  
Second Baptist (Harrisonville, Missouri)Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr. 
Second Baptist (Independence, Missouri). . . . Rev. E. H. Cole 
Second Baptist (Kansas City, MIssouri. Rev. E. E. Chappelle 
Second Baptist (Pleasant Hill, Missouri). . Rev. Robert Mack 
Skylight Rev. W. M. Wilson 
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	 Rev. C. Washington 
	 Rev. F. D. Gregory 

Rev. C. G. Wilson 
	 Rev. R. B. Poe 

Rev. Rubin Field 
	Rev. C.S. Scott, Sr. 

Rev. W. H. White 
Rev. W. J. Wormley 

Rev. I. H. Henderson, Jr. 
Rev. A. M. Hudson, Sr. 

Rev. McKinley Dukes, Sr. 
Rev. R. C. Campbell 

Rev. T. B. Baker 
Rev. A. B. Simmons 

Rev. Clarence H. Smith 
Rev. J. B. Randolph 

Rev. John Welch 
Rev. J. E. Lloyd 
	Rev. B. F. Patton 
	Rev. Earl Abel 

Rev. Louis Jones 
Rev. D. A. Holmes 

Rev. F. D. Roberson 
Rev. J. W. L. Underwood 

Rev. D. L. Roberts 



South Side-First Baptist 	 Rev. Roy P. Stringer 
Spruce Avenue 	 Rev. Raymond Smith 
Starlight 	 Rev. C. L. Dixon 
St. James 	 Rev. A. L. Grant 
St. Paul 	 Rev. Claude H. High, Sr. 
Sun Rise 	 Rev. S. C. Clopton 
True Vine 	 Rev. R. E. Holland 

This third group of churches and pastors were members of the 
association and participating in the supporting of the work through 
sponsoring Missions and Educational Programs at the time of this 
history writing. These are found in the list below. 

Churches 	 Pastors 

Bethany 	 Rev. W. 0. Owens 
Canaan 	 Rev. R. B. Poe 
Corinthian 	 Rev. Albert Baker 
East Side Missionary 	 Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr. 
Fellowship 	 Rev. W. F. Warren 
Friendship 	 Rev. I. H. Henderson, Jr. 
Greater Faith 
Greater Progressive 
Greenwood 	 
Heaven of Rest 	 
Highland 	 
Memorial 	 

	Rev. A. M. Hudson, Sr. 
Rev. McKinley Dukes, Sr. 

Rev. Nathaniel Nelson 
Rev. Kenneth Ray 

Rev. T. B. Baker 
Rev. Hubert C. Eason 
Rev. Eddie Kimbrow 
	Rev. Harold Reynolds 

Rev. James Williams 
Rev. Elbert Hyche 
Rev. H. L. Thomas 
Rev. Levi Wheeler 

Rev. Ulysses Berkley 
Palestine (Independence, Missouri). . Rev. Lewis Freeman 
Paseo 	  Rev. Charles J. Briscoe 
Pilgrims Rest 	 Rev. Edward Brown 
Pleasant Green 	 Rev. Gerald Schiele 
Right Way 	 Rev. John Fletcher 
Rock Of Ages 	  Rev. R. L. Holt 
Sacred Light 	 Rev. Ira Rentie 
Second Baptist (Independence, 
Sky Light 
South Side First Baptist  
Spruce Avenue St. Matthews 
St. James 
St. Paul 
St. Peters 
Sunrise 
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Morning Star 	 
Mt. Carmel 	 
Mt. Transfiguration 
New Hope 	 
New Jerusalem 	 
New Revelation 	 
New Zion 	 
Olive Street 	 

Missouri). . Rev. H. T. Lewis 
 Rev. T. L. Arnick 

Rev. F. W. Johnson 
	Rev. W. D. Brown 

	 Rev. J. D. Anderson 
	 Rev. Claude H. High, Sr. 

Rev. Buchanan Jones 
	 Rev. Culton Hamilton 



True Vine 	 Rev. Artist L. Taylor 
United 	 Rev. James L. Davis 
Westminister 	 Rev. Russell Teague 

These churches all of which were led by strong Pastors, even 
those pastors who came, served, and went on to other areas of the 
country and some who served and passed on in death rendered a 
significant service in the association and in the fair city of Kansas City, 
Missouri. The Pastors led their congregations in winning souls to 
Jesus Christ and adding members to the churches. But these were not 
the only interests of the pastors. They inspiried members in pressing 
for social justice, the cooperation in the fight against racial 
segregation and discrimination, and the unjust treatments of all 
peoples throughout the city, state, and nation as a whole. Long before 
most of the civic organizations came into existence, the churches under 
the leadership of their Pastors led the fight for Civil Rights by par-
ticipating in their membership and motivating even non members into 
joining them and pastors in the fight for first class citizenship. The 
churches under the leadership of their pastors initiated the move 
toward the present day civic organizations which are today rendering 
a fantastic service toward eradicating the injustices for all peoples. 

Like pastors of churches in all areas of the United States, the 
pastors of churches in the New Era Missionary Baptist District 
Association served as mediators and adjusters for setting the pace in 
balancing the procedures of civic organizations. They provided the 
moral and spiritual leadership which directed and guided such 
organizations in the proper positions on the road to success. They 
protected and preserved the attitudes of these, thereby preventing 
such organizations from varying too far to the right or to the left. 

Perhaps, one of the most significant powers of the pastors is seen 
in their interests and abilities to lead the churches in keeping pace 
with the conditions and needs of the people. Like Abraham, Moses, and 
Joshua, they moved their congregations with the growth of the city. 
As the city grew and expanded, the members of the various churches 
for the most part moved southward in the city, thus the pastors en-
couraged and inspired their congregations in relocating their church 
edifices to new sites for the benefit of the members. This did not only 
serve to the convenience of their church services, but such expansion 
and spreading over a vast area gave members and the people of the 
several communities an essential tool for positioning themselves in the 
power structures of governmental leadership both in the city and 
state. The pastors did more than lead their churches across the "Red 
Seas," of political, social, and moral injustices, they led through urging 
and encouraging the members in preparing themselves and assisted 
them in their battles of dethroning the modern day Pharaohs and 
placing themselves on the thrones with new and just principles. 
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The most powerful support of those pastors who advanced into new 
locations and the expansions of the southern boundaries of Church life 
were given by those pastors who remained to hold the line of the old 
Forts. It took as much, and in some cases, more courage for them to 
remain in the old areas, hold and maintain the interest and cooperation 
of the members of their churches as did that of the pastors who made 
efforts to change their geographical locations. The pastors who elected 
to remain in their original sites faced not only the loss of many mem-
bers who chose to become members of other churches moving south-
ward, also near their new locations, but they were faced with what 
seemed to have dying neighborhoods and communities. This condition 
came by reasons of many people who abandoned their first and old 
homes to join the trend of migration of masses who were forced from 
the northern to the southern portion of the city. As if this wasn't 
providing enough problems for the pastors fighting to hold the old 
Forts, another trend of procedures was ignited and spreaded like a 
desert fire. Many churches, especially those in new sites began the 
purchasing church buses to be used in transportation of their members 
left behind, especially the older and indigent ones. This type of 
gleaning resulted in some of the pastors of the old Forts purchasing 
busses also for transportation in their efforts to prevent the loss of 
some older members as well as many children whose parents had 
moved from their Churches' neighborhoods. 

Connected with both movements of procedures were the loss 
sustained by the diminishing of the neighborhood concept through the 
elimination of some public schools. Despite these setbacks and many 
many more, the pastors of the old Forts have fought a mighty battle 
and weathered devastating storms which have resulted in benefiting 
every facet of our Christian faith as well as all the peoples of the city. 
Without the contributions of the pastors of the old Forts, the efforts of 
making geographical advancements by the new frontier pastors would 
not have resulted in an increase of expansion. Instead, it would have 
meant an advancement into new areas just as that, the leadership of 
Moses with the Children of Israel out of Egypt and Joshua with the 
people in the crossing of Jordon River. In each case, no powers were 
left behind once conquered. 

Not only did these two procedures raise the status of Baptist 
Faith which is under-girded by Christianity, but they accentuated the 
state of affairs of the social, philosophical, and political powers of 
minority peoples. Therefore, the pastors of both the new.  ,Frontiers 
and the pastors of the old Forts have made such contributions that 
reflect dignity, respect, love, and appreciation. This is especially true 
for the pastors of churches in the New Era Missionary Baptist District 
Association. 
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It must be remembered and acknowledged that aside from the 
pastors named above, some pastors who served some of the churches 
ended their services in retirement for reasons of age and illness. Their 
lives and influence are still felt among us today. Two noted Pastors 
among them were the late Rev. George W. Reed, who once pastored 
the Greenwood Baptist Church, and the late Rev. J. R. Lillard, a for-
mer pastor of the St. James Baptist Church. In retirement now is the 
Rev. James A. Meador, a former pastor of the Second Baptist Church 
of Independence, Missouri. Two recent ministers that deserve 
acknowledgement here are Rev. Arthur Drumer, who for several 
years pastored the Sunrise Baptist Church and Rev. Wesley J. Town-
send, a recent pastor of the Pilgrims Rest Baptist Church. Both of 
these pastors are now serving churches in other states. The works of 
such former pastors whether deceased, retired, or simply exchanged 
the areas in their fields of labors, become luminescent when certain ac-
complisments of church and community development are recalled. 

The two former late pastors mentioned, like many other pastors 
named in the list of pastors for churches served the churches of the 
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, lived, died, and were 
laid to rest in the cemeteries of Greater Kansas City, and neighboring 
communities. Because of their devoted lives and determination to 
preach the Gospel and teach the members in their pastorate toward 
higher and worthy ideals and goals of living, their names engraved on 
the headstones of their grave still emit inspirations and influential 
stimuli to the Christians who yet live. These are the type of 
motivations which keep the pastors and members in their pastorate 
moving forward, in addition to the Pastor's own aspirations and deep 
convictions of their responsibilities of preaching the Gospel and 
teaching the divine principles and standards of Salvation for the whole 
man. 
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CHAPTER X 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

There are two important facts involved in history. They are the 
making of history and the writing of that history. The making of 
history involves people, activities and time. 

We must look back now upon the people who made the history of 
the District Association. They were people who possessed different 
and varied attitudes, cultured backgrounds, social experiences, 
customs from various sections of the United States of America, and 
church experiences. All of these counted in the making of the history 
of the Association. 

The activities of the people are the most powerful with reference 
to the shaping or giving the style to history. These activities are not 
only those which are found within their church and associational work, 
but they certainly affect and influence their church and associational 
life. They consist of their home conditions, their marital and social life, 
and their vocational and intellectual endeavors. Perhaps, the most in-
fuential of these is the individual's vocation. For example, in the early 
as well as the continued progressive work of the association, some per-
sons found employment as domestic workers, some as cooks, waiters 
and waitresses, some engaged in out-of-doors labors, there were those 
who worked medical health institutions, some were school masters, 
even some found employment in the legal fields, and of course, there 
were the pastors. All of these and many others in various walks of life 
found ideas and customs through their fellow employees and even 
their employers that challenged and sharpened their thinking which 
they shared in the making of this associational history. The District 
Association holds a record of having had a heritage of Christian 
leadership, but it also became the recipient of influences from in-
dividual every day life experiences. 

The third involvement in the making of history is time. As stated 
in the introduction, the making of history is like the formation of rocks 
and various chemicals in the earth. These elements require many 
years under various and diverse weather conditions before resulting 
into sources for human use. The time in the history making of the 
Association stretches across a seventy-three years time-space. These 
events which were experienced by the people, as the specific factors in 
the history making brought many and different avenues of advan-
cements, challenges to adventures on the one hand, but far more 
dangers, catastrophes, and threats on their very survivals on the other 
hand. Anyone observing these times can realize that many people sur-
vived a reasonable duration and left a legacy in contributions to the 
making of the associational history. We come to appreciate and 
acknowledge more about the builders of our associational history when 
we look at reflections from the added negative sides of these events of 
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Lest we forget, our pioneers had swiftly emerged from the cruel 
hand of slavery, as it relates to growth and development of a race of 
people. Many of them experienced the loss of decendants, for reasons 
being only the dark pigmentation of their skins. Others lost relatives 
and friends in two world wars and several scrimmages of the United 
States with other nations. They had to see some of their sons return to 
their home country and be denied full citizenship even after fighting to 
defend it. Many of the associational workers had to live through a 
period when their city was under political bosses. They saw the 
ravaging effects of a great depression which produced bread-lines, 
crimes, gangsters and outlaws invading the streets. Adding to these, 
were the naming of only a few obstacles in general, there were periods 
of population growth in the city. This caused many congregations to 
become unsettled by having to relocate their church edifices, thereby 
assuming greater financial responsibilities. Nevertheless the events in 
these cruel times did not prevent the people from molding a firm and 
picturesque story for the coming generations. The book is filled with 
the cornucopia in the abundance of enjoyment, excitement, and en-
couragement. 

The second important fact involved in history is the writing of 
that history. The involvement goes much farther than the respon-
sibilities of researching the materials, listening to traditional stories 
through individual interviews, and noting such materials. Equal in the 
text contents are reflections of the carefully arranged store of facts. 
The text contains not only popular facts, but in order to prevent a bias 
and skewed compository of documentation some unpopular facts ap-
pear in the contents. The latter facts were as much and as important a 
part of the true story as the popular facts. 

The writer relied upon provened facts and moved in the stream of 
personal effacement as he recorded them in the manuscript of the text. 
His earnest conclusion was to give a clear and understandable story 

from the facts to every reader, both the old and the young. One breath 
of encouragement for the writer was for seventy-three years no other 
person had accepted the challenge to go through with such task in 
writing. Therefore, he endeavored to write a history book for infor-
mation rather than write a book for entertainment. This writer urges 
each person who reads this history to join him in the concepts of the 
following quotation which has come to us from the words of Abraham 
Lincoln many years ago. 

"The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy 
present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we must rise 
with the occasion. As our case is new, so we must think anew and act 
anew. We must disenthrall ourselves and then we shall save our coun-
try.' 
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Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history. We of this Congress 
and this administration will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No 
personal significance can spare one or another of us. The fiery trial 
through which we pass will light us down in honor or dishonor to the 
last generation." 
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MOTTO: 
One must constantly read and study from the texts in his own library, 
To keep abreast with the challenges of the times; 
And make use of sources of all other areas, 
For the earning and maintaining sound and active minds. 
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